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FEMINIST PLATFORMS
AFFECT
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MENTIMETER!
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AFFECT AND FEMINISM

¡ Feminism often begins with intensity: you are aroused by what you come up against. You register 
something in the sharpness of an impression. Something can be sharp without it being clear what the 
point is . . . Things don’t seem right. (Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life, 22)

¡ “a gut feeling has its own intelligence. A feminist gut might sense something is amiss. You have to get 
closer to the feeling” (Ahmed, Living a Feminist Life, 27).

¡ “’[E]motion’ is a term that has long been associated with the personal, the body, the feminine. As the 
constitutive other of “reason” (as well as the objective, the mind, the masculine) in Western, binary 
modes of thinking, “emotion” has been (and still is) a political strategy keeping women and the 
feminine out of politics and political spheres. As a result, much of feminist scholarship has worked to 
problematize binaries such as emotion/reason, mind/body, and domestic/international. All this 
is to say that feminist scholarship has a very long history with ‘the emotional’” (A˚ HÄLL, “Affect as 
Methodology,” 37).
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THIS IS THE 
POWERFUL SPEECH 
BY A MOTHER WHO 
LOST HER 19-YEAR-
OLD DAUGHTER TO 
FEMICIDE IN 
MEXICO. (VIA 
TWITTER)
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“TOO”...BLACK?

¡ Language

¡ Clothing

¡ Gesture

¡ Embodiment

¡ Choices
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RESPECTABILITY POLITICS

¡ Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, 1993 book Righteous Discontent:  The 
Women’s Movement in the Black Baptist Church, 1880-1920.

¡ what happens when minority and/or marginalized groups are told (or teach 
themselves) that in order to receive better treatment from the group in power, 
they must behave better.

¡ Self-presentation strategy (morality; de-emphasizing sexuality)
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http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php%3Fisbn=9780674769786
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“TOO”...QUEER

¡ Too gay?

¡ Too lesbian?

¡ Too trans?

¡ Too nonconforming?

¡ Language

¡ Clothing

¡ Gesture

¡ Embodiment

¡ Choices
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DISRESPECTABLE AND UNAPOLOGETIC
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RAGE...OR THE 
FIGURE OF 
THE FEMINIST 
KILLJOY
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