
SEX(UALITY), DRUGS, 
AND GENDER

A History in Images viewed through the lenses 
of Privilege, Oppression, and Intersectionality



History in Images

Before the Late 
1800s

Images of female power: 
Psychoactive Substances for 
Spiritual and Ritual Purposes

Victorian Era: 
1880s-1920s

Images of female weakness and 
degradation: Shaped by Class 

Privilege and Oppression

The Classic Era of 
Drug Enforcement: 

1920s-1940s

Images of female hedonism, 
sexual predation, and 

degradation: Shaped by Class and 
Racial Privilege and Oppression



History in Images

WWII and Post-War:

1940s-1950s

Images of “sexual deviance” and 
female weakness: “Corrective 

Treatment” and Aggressive 
Marketing of Prescription Drugs

1960s-1970s

Images of Hippies and Housewives

1980s-1990s

Images of Welfare Queens, Crack 
Whores, Crack Babies, and Heroin 

Chic



History in Images

Before the Late 1800s

Images of female power: Psychoactive Substances for Spiritual and Ritual 
Purposes



Before the Victorian Era



Before the Victorian Era



Before the Victorian Era



History in Images

Victorian Era: 1880s-1920s

Images of female weakness and degradation: 
Shaped by Class Privilege and Oppression



Victorian Era: 1880s-1920s



Victorian Era: 1880s-1920s



Victorian Era: 1880s-1920s



Victorian Era: 1880s-1920s



Victorian Era: 1880s-1920s



Victorian Era : 1880s-1920s



History in Images

The Classic Era of Drug Enforcement: 1920s-1940s

Images of female hedonism, sexual predation, and degradation: 
Shaped by Class and Racial Privilege and Oppression



The Classic Era of Drug Enforcement: 
1920s-1940s



The Classic Era of Drug Enforcement: 
1920s-1940s



History in Images

WWII and Post-War:

1940s-1950s

Images of male & female “sexual deviance” and female weakness: 

“Corrective Treatment” and Aggressive Marketing of Prescription Drugs



WWII and Post-War: 1940s-1950s 



WWII and Post-War: 1940s-1950s 



WWII and Post-War: 1940s-1950s 



WWII and Post-War: 1940s-1950s 



WWII and Post-War: 1940s-1950s 



History in Images

1960s-1970s

Images of Hippies and Housewives



1960s-1970s



1960s-1970s



1960s-1970s



1960s-1970s



1960s-1970s



History in Images

1980s-1990s

Images of Disco Socialites, Welfare Queens, Crack Whores, Crack Babies, and 
Heroin Chic



1980s-1990s



1980s-1990s



1980s-1990s



1980s-1990s



History in Images

Into the 21st Century:

2000-2020

Images of White Victims and People of Color Perpetrators and ???



2000-2010



History in Images

Into the 21st Century:

2010-2020

Images of….?


