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What is Gender?



What is Gender?

“As in other ritual social dramas, the action of gender requires a performance that is repeated.

— Judith Butler, Gender Trouble, 191

• male => boy => man => masculine

• female => girl => woman => feminine



When does gender happen?



Gender Reveal Parties



Gender Reveal Parties



Gender Reveal Parties



Gender Reveal Parties



Gender Reveal Parties

https://youtu.be/PYgDJSpZmX8



Plot Twist …



What is Sex?



Is sex a social construct, too?

https://youtu.be/MiCftTLUzCI



Key Term:

Defined by the Intersex society of 
North America as “a general term used 
for a variety of conditions in which a 
person is born with  a reproductive or 
sexual anatomy that doesn’t seem to 
fit the typical definitions of female or 
male” (Launius & Hassel, Threshold 
Concepts in Women’s and Gender 
Studies, 236).

• Chromosomes
oXX, XY, XXX, XXY, XYY …

• Genitalia
• Hormones
• Secondary Sex Characterisitics
• Case of Maria José Martínez-

Patiño
• 1.5 - 1.7% of all births
• 1-2% of people are redheads

Intersex



“Polycystic ovary syndrome [is] a hormonal condition that
can include heightened testosterone and that affects up
to 20 percent of cisgender women. ‘It has never been
considered an intersex condition,’ [Dr.] Grimstad says,
but […] it is not uncommon for those with the condition
to have testosterone levels similar to Semenya’s. ‘[…] it is
more than likely that we have much greater testosterone
variation in cis females than we are prepared to admit’”
(Burns).

What counts as “normal?”



• Assignation at (or before) Birth
• Corrective/Coercive Surgical Procedures
• Hormonal Interventions

How are Sexual Dimorphism’s 
Boundaries  Maintained?



Who has unfettered access to medical intervention & hormone 
treatment? Who is denied intervention & treatment? Who is coerced 

or forced into intervention?

https://ispot.tv/a/7wNC



Key Term:

A person who experiences 
congruence between their gender 
assignment and gender identity 
(Launius and Hassel, Threshold 
Concepts in Women’s and Gender 
Studies, 234).

• Is it possible to be cisgender 
and intersex?
o Yes! See: Maria José 

Martínez-Patiño
• Differential medical access

Cisgender



Cissexism & the Regulation of Sexual 
Dimorphism via Sport

Terry Miller (left) & Andraya Yearwood 
(right)



What are the consequences of the binary
sex/gender/sexuality system?



Why should feminists care?

What can feminists do?


