
Introduction to International Politics - POL227 

GE III, Social Sciences, systematic inquiry 

Department of Political Science and International Relations 

 

Instructor: Jonathan Schwartz 

TWF: 8:00-9:10, HUM 216 

Office: JFT 1016; Phone: 257-2627; schwartj@newpaltz.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesdays, 13:00-15:00; Fridays, 10:00-12:00 (or by appointment) 

 

Course Description: 

According to many politicians, diplomats and editorial writers, September 11, 2001 "changed the 

world" and the nature of international politics.  Did it?  How different are the questions we ask 

today from those we asked in the past?  Have the central challenges facing the world today really 

changed? 

 

Some of the main questions addressed by IR scholars, and covered in this course include: Why 

are people in some parts of the world so much poorer than people in other parts of the world, and 

what can be done to shrink the poverty gap?  Should human rights be a consideration when states 

develop foreign policy?  Who are the international actors influencing our daily lives?  Is the state 

an important international player or has globalization rendered the state irrelevant?   

This is a GE III Social Sciences/Systematic Inquiry course.   

 

Course Goals: Familiarize students with basic concepts of, and theoretical approaches to 

international politics. The course provides an introduction to: 

a. the central theories in the field 

b. how scholars analyze and study international politics 

c. the core terms and concepts in the field 

d. the contemporary history of international politics 

e. the central issues and processes shaping the international system 

f. the phenomenon of globalization, arguably the central feature of IR today. 

 

The course does not aim to answer the many questions it raises.  Rather, students will develop 

the basic tools needed to ask good questions and identify their own answers.  The readings are 

organized around five broad themes: 1) theories in IR; 2) the role of states and international 

organizations; 3) issues in international conflict and security; 4) international political economy; 

and 5) contemporary challenges to the state system and the future of world order, including those 

related to the environment, human rights and democracy.  In the final few weeks, the course will 

study factors contributing to the growing gap between "have" and "have-not" regions of the 

world, and solutions that have been identified to close the gap. 

 

Learning Outcomes: By the end of the semester a successful student will be able to: 

a. identify and discuss the major theories and concepts in the field 

b. summarize the salient debates in the field including those about globalization 

c. critically assess the strengths and weaknesses of different models used to understand 

global interactions 



d. engage in systematic thinking about international relations including the use of 

hypotheses development and testing, case studies, and interpretive analyses 

e. compare and contrast different research methods 

f. summarize the dominant research findings in the field of international relations. 

 

Course Requirements: 

Map quiz (5%):  It is essential to become familiar with the political geography of the world.  

 This website is a fun study tool: www.sporcle.com/games/category/geography 

Student Participation (10%): This includes both attendance and active participation in class  

discussion.  More than three unexcused absences will decrease your participation mark  

by 5% of your participation grade for each unexcused absence.  Thus, a 95 (A) becomes a  

90 (A minus) etc.  Simply appearing in class and sitting silently every day – best possible  

grade: C-. 

Student Presentations (10%): Students will present on ONE of SIX Debate Issues.  Presenters  

 will address the question appearing on the syllabus for that Issue by drawing on the  

 course readings.   

Reaction Papers (25%): Students will write one 850-950 word papers (100 word buffer)  

 drawing on the Debate Issues appearing in the syllabus (There are 6 available Debates).  

 See guidelines on writing reaction papers at the end of the syllabus.  NOTE: Students  

 may choose to write 2 papers – in which case weights will be 10% for the first and 15%  

 for the second.  You may choose to write one paper on the topic you are presenting. 

Exams (25% each): Students will write two exams.  The first will largely evaluate students'  

 grasp of basic IR theory and terms, the second will be comprehensive. 

 

Required Text: 

Joshua S. Goldstein,  Jon C. Pevehouse (10
th
 edition) International Relations. New York: 

Longman, 2012. The Book is available at the college bookstore 

 

Additional readings will appear on Blackboard (go to Blackboard, click on the course page, 

click on course documents).  We will review Bb use in class. 

 

Students will be expected to incorporate current events into their work and class discussion.  To 

that end, students will consistently read resources such as the NY Times, The International 

Herald Tribune and/or The Washington Post.  You may also consider The Economist (a personal 

favorite) and/or The Diplomat (an online journal) magazine.  All are through the library/online. 

 

If you are uncertain where we are on the syllabus, contact me. 

 

Schedule 

Section I: The role of History and Theory in explaining international outcomes  

 

Jan. 20: Introduction to the class. 

Jan. 21: What is IR?  Read - Goldstein, 3-26. 

Jan. 23: History and IR; Goldstein, 26-33;61-63. 

Jan. 27: Realism I; Goldstein, pp. 43-60; 63-74. 

Jan. 28: Realism II; Goldstein, pp. 75-79. 



Jan. 30: (Class divides into 6 groups) Major Challenges in IR: Is the world fragmenting into  

 antagonistic cultures? An introduction to engaging the Debate Issue: read Huntington  

 and Ross (Bb).  What are the main points being made?  Why do you agree with one  

 author or another?  

Feb. 3: The Liberal-Idealist perspective; Goldstein, pp. 85-96. 

Feb. 4: Map Quiz. Post-Modernism and Peace studies; Goldstein, pp. 96- 103; 106-122. 

 Can unbiased research exist? 

Feb. 6: Documentary - The Deadly Game of Nations + Discussion 

Feb. 10: Post-Modernism II: Feminism, Debate Issue: read Fukuyama and Tickner (Bb). 

What role for Women in International Relations?  

Feb. 11: Conducting IR Research - Library Resources: Class convenes in TBA  

Feb. 13: Prepare to defend a perspective - no readings. 

Feb.17, 18: Foreign Policy & Terrorism: Goldstein, pp. 127-136. Is there a doctrine in the  

 House? (Bb) and Debate Issue: read Bush and Crawford (Bb).  

 Consider: How do we understand foreign policy decision making?  What are its  

 complexities and what factors drive the decisions made?  Does the Bush Doctrine make  

 the world more secure? 

Feb. 20: International Conflict: Causes and Forms of War; Goldstein, chapter 5. 

Feb. 24: The military, and conventional force; Goldstein; pp. 193-209; 222-226. 

Feb. 25: Non-conventional force; Goldstein, pp. 209-222. Bb- Nuclear Nightmares. 

Feb. 27: Film: Dr. Strangelove (Bb reading) 

March 3: Discussion + Exam preparation  

March 4: Mid-Term Exam: developments and theories in IR  

March 6: Review Mid-term exam 

 

Section II: Structure and Institutions in the International System 

March 10: International Political Economy I: Goldstein, pp. 283-294; 309-314. 

March 11: IPE II: International Trade Regimes: Goldstein, pp. 294-309. 

March 13: IPE III:  Wealthy nations' perspective - Film: Trading Democracy.   

 

Spring Break (March 16-20) 
 

March 24: IPE IV: Poor nations' perspective: Debate Issue: read Chossudovsky and  

Sen(Bb). Does Globalization cheat the World's Poor?   

March 25; 27: The new world order and the UN; Goldstein, pp. 233-254. Also, read the  

 preamble and chapter one of the UN Charter (www.un.org/en/documents/charter/index.shtml).   

 What does this tell us about the role of states?  What Countries should be added to the  

 Security Council and Why? 

*Last day to w/draw from course – March 31* 

 

March 31: International law, Goldstein, pp. 254-276. IntlawTexas AND Glennon (Bb). 

April 1: US military actions in Iraq - can these be justified under existing International Law?   

What does this tell us about US actions and/or the relevance of International Law?  

Debate Issue: read Brunnee and Wingfield (Bb). 

April 3: Civil Society & NGOs; Foley and Putnam (Bb). Also, Conduct a web-search of  



International civil society organizations - identify one: what kind is it? What does it do?   

Why did you choose it? 

April 7: The International Criminal Court: Is the US justified in its opposition to membership  

 in the ICC? Go to the ICC website at http://www.icc-cpi.int/home.html.  Read, at minimum, the  

 Court and Organs (see sidebar links). Debate Issue: read Cassel and Rubin (Bb). Also 

read NY Times articles relating to recent moves by Palestine to obtain ICC membership: “Is the 

War Crimes Court Still Relevant?” (Jan 10, 2015); “Stop Giving Palestinians a Pass” (Jan. 4, 

2015); “The International Criminal Court: What You Need to Know” (Jan. 1, 2015); 

“Palestinians Submit Papers to UN to Join International Criminal Court” (Jan. 3, 2015). 

 

Section III: Major Challenges facing the International Community 

 

April 8: Human Rights; Re-read: Goldstein, pp. 264-270. Read the Universal Declaration of  

Human Rights  (http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/) What are the different "types" of 

human rights? Class chooses an issue to consider: Child Labor; Female Genital 

Mutilation or Indigenous People’s rights. 

April 10: Immigration and open borders; Goldstein, pp. 434-440. Isbister and Carens  

 (Bb); ImmigrationEconomist (Bb).  Do we have the RIGHT to refuse people free travel  

across borders?   

April 14, 15: The Environment and the Earth's Global carrying capacity: Goldstein, chapter 11, 

  Bill McKibben (Bb). 

 

Section IV: The GAP between "Haves" and "Have-nots" - Challenges and Solutions? 

 

April 17: The North-South gap; Goldstein, pp. 103-106; 425-432; 440-454. Paradise Well and 

Truly Lost (Bb). 

April 21: Third World Debt; Goldstein, pp. 476-481.  Debate Issue: read Jubilee  

 and Froning (Bb).  Beyond erasing debt, what must be done to end poverty and  

 encourage development? 

April 22: State of the South; Goldstein, pp. 433-434.Urban Poor Housing (Bb); Feminizing  

 the Poor (Bb).  Also do a web- search for the Grameen Bank. 

April 24: The World Bank view of the solution - Film: Hear our Voices - the Poor on  

Poverty. 

April 28: Development models:  The East Asian NICs; Goldstein, pp. 461-475.   

April 29: Conclusions 

May 1: Exam preparation 

 

Final Exam:  Tuesday, May 12, 8:00-10:00 

http://www.icc-cpi.int/home.html
http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/


Reaction Paper Guidelines 

 

Papers should be embedded within the course material, and should be based on responses 

to the following questions:  

 

1. What is the issue being debated? (approx. 1 paragraph). 

2. What are the claims, and the bases for the claims being made by each side to the debate? 

(approx. 1-1.5 pages). (You should effectively outline both sides w/o taking a position at this 

point) 

3. Drawing on the arguments made and an appropriate theoretical framework, explain which 

position you find more convincing and why? (approx. 1 page). 

 

Reaction papers will be 850-950 words in length (exceeding the word limit by more than 100 

words will lower your grade). The paper will be due in hard copy at the start of class on the day 

that issue is addressed.  Late papers will not be accepted.  You will be required to write on a new 

topic.  If you fear you will be unable to submit in person, EMAIL a copy to me by the due 

date/time. 

 

Write your paper in essay format.  You must CITE all quotes or specific references to arguments 

raised by the authors in the debate - failure to do so constitutes plagiarism and will result in a 

failing grade.  Depending on the nature of the plagiarism, the result may be a failing grade for the 

course as well!  An example of acceptable in-text citation: (Author surname: p. #).  

 

Your stapled paper MUST include a cover page with the following information:  

1. course name 

2.  your name 

3.  instructor's name 

4.  title of the debate 

5.  due date 

6. WORD COUNT  

 

Should you fail to adhere to these guidelines, I will not accept your paper. 

 

College Recommended Academic Integrity Statement: 
Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty in their college work.  Cheating, forgery and plagiarism are 
serious offenses, and students found guilty of any form of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary action.  For definitions 
of these offenses, as well as the process that a faculty member will follow if a student is found to be engaging in any form of 
academic dishonesty, see the section on Academic Integrity in the Advising Handbook: www.newpaltz.edu/acadadv 

 

College Recommended ADA Statement: 
Students with documented physical, learning , psychological and other disabilities are entitled to receive reasonable 
accommodations.  If you need classroom or testing accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (SUB 205; 

257-3020). The DRC will provide forms verifying the need for accommodation.  As soon as the instructor receives the form, you 
will be provided with the appropriate accommodations.  Students are encouraged to request accommodations as close to the 
beginning of the semester as possible. 
 

 


