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SUNY New Paltz 

Seminar in International Relation – POL404-01 

Crises and Responses in IR 

Jonathan Schwartz 

 

Office Hours:  Tuesdays and Fridays, 11:00-13:00 (or by appointment) 

Office: JFT 1016 

Contact information: 257-2627, schwartj@newpaltz.edu 

Course Time: Wednesday, 12:30-3:20 

Location: HUM108 

 

Course Description and Learning Outcomes 

 

Each of you has been assigned research essays for your courses, be they in IR, Political Science 

or one of the other academic disciplines. As you have surely concluded, producing a finished 

product with which both you and the instructor can be satisfied is extremely challenging. And 

yet, the ability to produce well rounded research is among the most important skills you will 

develop in your college career. 

  

In response to the challenges inherent in producing good research, the IR Senior Seminar will 

concentrate on the building-blocks of effective research and writing in Political Science & 

International Relations.  Our thematic focus will be crisis and response. Within this theme you 

will hone your ability to identify an interesting question; conduct research on your question; 

persuasively document and write an analysis of the information relevant to your question; and, 

provide a convincing response to your question. Assuming that all goes well, at the conclusion of 

this course you will have produced a research paper of which you can be rightfully proud! 

 

The research process takes time and effort, but by applying yourself to following the steps laid 

out in this course, you will acquire skills that will help you well beyond your college career. We 

will spend the first few weeks selecting and refining research topics. We will then move through 

a series of assignments that will lead you to completion of your 20-22 page research paper. 

 

A Thought on the Senior Seminar 

 

Recognize that this is the capstone class of your undergraduate experience.  This is where you 

draw on the many tools you developed in the course of your college career.  It is your 

opportunity to be academically original, independent and adventurous. Along with this 

opportunity comes real responsibility. In order to succeed, you will need to invest significant 

time and effort. I urge you to avoid putting off your responsibilities to this class.  It is very easy 

to fall behind.  It is very difficult to catch up. 

 

Class Requirements and Format 

 

1. Participation (20%): Active participation is a requirement.  You cannot obtain a good 

participation grade if you do not participate beyond your own presentations (D- at best).  

Speaking regularly, but without substantive contribution will also be insufficient (C- at best).  

Prepare all readings and assignments in advance of the class.  Prepare notes for yourself and 

be prepared to offer substantive, constructive feedback.   
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As we will be meeting only once a week, class attendance is mandatory. Any more than ONE (1) 

unexcused absence will result in a zero for participation (i.e. a loss of 20% of your final course 

grade). 

  

2. Research Proposal (5%) Sept. 24: Submit your proposed thesis (details separately) 

3. Poster Session (10%) Oct. 1: Students will prepare for a poster session to present their 

proposal: ideas/plans/arguments.   

4. Literature Review (10%) Oct. 15: Submit a review of relevant literature (details separately) 

5. Essay – Draft Nov. 21: submit a DRAFT copy of your final paper.  I will provide feedback on 

this draft in preparation for the final version to be submitted later in the semester. 

6. Essay - Final version (30%) Dec. 10: The research essay will range between 20-22 pages 

exclusive of bibliography, cover page, graphics and appendices.  Barring exceptional 

circumstances, I will not accept late final papers.   

7. Discussion Leader (10%): Each student will present one of the assigned readings.   

8. Research Paper Presentation (10%): This is your opportunity to describe your research in 

its advanced stages.  

9. Discussant (5%): Each student will provide formal feedback on a colleague’s research. 

 

Additional important information 

 

Progress Meeting, week of November 2: Students will meet with me individually to review 

rough drafts of their papers.  The meeting will be an opportunity to obtain clear feedback on your 

research.  The more advanced your work, the greater assistance I may be. 

 

Note regarding ALL late assignments:  For each day any assignment is submitted late the 

student will lose 0.5% of the FINAL COURSE GRADE.  Assignments will be considered on 

time if I receive  them (via Turnitin) by the start of class on the due date.  Papers submitted after 

that will be considered late.  Since assignments build on each other, I will not accept later 

assignments until all previously required assignments are submitted.  

 

I will email confirmations of receipt for each assignment submitted.  Should you NOT receive a 

confirmation from me within 72 hours of the due date, you should contact me again with the 

assumption that the paper has not been received. 

 

Students are responsible for retaining a hard copy and a backup electronic version of each 

assignment. 

 

Plagiarism:  Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty in their college 

work.  Cheating, forgery, and plagiarism are serious offenses, and students found guilty of any 

form of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary action.  At minimum, the student will 

earn a “0” for the assignment.  More serious plagiarism cases will result in further action, such as 

failing the course and academic discipline at the hands of the associate dean. 

  

For definitions of these offenses, as well as further information regarding the process that a 

faculty member will follow if a student is found to be engaging in any form of academic 

dishonesty, see the section on Academic Integrity in the Advising Handbook, available at 

www.newpaltz.edu/acadadv. 
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ADA:  Students with documented physical, learning, psychological and other disabilities are 

entitled to receive reasonable accommodations.  If you need classroom or testing 

accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (Student Union Building, Room 

205, 257-3020).  The DRC will provide forms verifying the need for accommodation.  As soon 

as the instructor receives the form, you will be provided with the appropriate accommodations.  

Students are encouraged to request accommodations as close to the beginning of the semester as 

possible. 

 

Texts (provide help with conceptualizing and writing a research paper) 

 

Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb and Joseph M Williams.  The Craft of Research. 3rd  

 ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2008. (Required) 

Turabian, Kate L. A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations. 6
th

 ed.  

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1996. (optional) 

Strunk, William Jr., and E.B. White. The Elements of Style. 3
rd

 ed.  New York: Macmillan, 1979.  

(available free online at: http://www.bartleby.com/141/)  (optional) 

 

Class schedule 

All readings available on Blackboard - bring them to class 

Booth, Colomb and Williams will appear as BCW 

 

Section I: Crisis Theory 

 

Aug. 27: Introduction to the course: Goals of the senior seminar and how we will achieve 

them. Handouts - "types of arguments" and "strategy for critiquing arguments".  Students present 

their researched definition of crisis in political science which they prepared prior to class.  Bring 

Op-Eds that exemplify your conception of Crisis. Our focus for today’s class: what are crises in 

political science and why is it useful to study them? 

 Read: BCW, chp. 3 (chp. 1&2 recommended) Going from “topic” to “question”. 

 

Sept. 3: Economic crises.  What are crises from an economic perspective?  How are they 

conceptualized, measured, analyzed? 

A helpful introduction to the topic: A layperson’s Guide to Crisis Theory 

http://louisproyect.wordpress.com/2008/02/23/a-laypersons-guide-to-crisis-theory/ (this is also a good example  

of a literature review) 

Shaikh, Anwar. An Introduction to the History of Crisis Theories.   

 Wolfson, Martin H. “Minsky’s Theory of Financial Crises in a Global Context,” Journal 

of Economic Issues vol. 36(2) (2002): 393-400.   

 Carmen Reinhart and Kenneth Rogoff, This time is different: eight centuries of financial 

folly (Princeton University press, 2009). Chp. 1, 16.  

 You may also wish to read Simon Clarke, Marx’s Theory of Crisis available free at: 
http://www.mhh.domainepublic.net/ALGUNOSTEXTOS/MARXANDSONS/CLARKE/Marx's%20theory%20of%

20crisis.pdf 

  

Sept. 10: Conventional Security Crises.  What are conventional Crises? How are they 

conceptualized, measured and analyzed? 

Michael Brecher, (1993) Crises in World Politics: Theory and Reality (NY: Pergamon 

Press): Read pp. 1-8; 25-51; 500-508; 555-558.  

http://www.bartleby.com/141/
http://louisproyect.wordpress.com/2008/02/23/a-laypersons-guide-to-crisis-theory/
javascript:open_window(%22http://new-dev.sunyconnect.suny.edu:4430/F/BG7F2LIQ2BVRD58R3FCIT5CT1AYJBC1INSEJJDLLVPQ9YDF94X-00234?func=service&doc_number=000474883&line_number=0016&service_type=TAG%22);
javascript:open_window(%22http://new-dev.sunyconnect.suny.edu:4430/F/BG7F2LIQ2BVRD58R3FCIT5CT1AYJBC1INSEJJDLLVPQ9YDF94X-00234?func=service&doc_number=000474883&line_number=0016&service_type=TAG%22);
http://www.mhh.domainepublic.net/ALGUNOSTEXTOS/MARXANDSONS/CLARKE/Marx's%20theory%20of%20crisis.pdf
http://www.mhh.domainepublic.net/ALGUNOSTEXTOS/MARXANDSONS/CLARKE/Marx's%20theory%20of%20crisis.pdf
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Glenn H. Snyder and Paul Diesing (1977), Conflict Among Nations: Bargaining, 

Decision Making and System Structure in International Crises (Princeton: Princeton U. Press):  

6-21.  

 Leng, Russell J., “When will they ever learn: Coercive Bargaining in recurrent crises,” 

Journal of Conflict Resolution (Sept. 1983).  

Isabelle Dierauer, Disequilibrium, Polarization and Crisis Model: An International 

Relations Theory Explaining Conflict (Lanham: University Press of America, 2013) (Optional). 

 

Sept. 17: Non-conventional Security Crises. Unlike conventional crises, non-conventional 

crises cover a broader terrain.  What makes a crisis non-conventional?  Are these important 

crises?   How are they conceptualized, measured, analyzed? 

 Erwan Lagadec (2007), Unconventional Crises, Unconventional Responses (Center for  

Transatlantic Relations): 5-21.  

 Dayton, Boine, et. al., “Managing crises in the 21
st
 Century,” International Studies 

Review (2004).  Read pp. 166-175, 183-end.   

 BCW: chp. 4, 5, 6 - developing a problem to study and the sources to do it. 

 

In addition, during this class you will work in small groups to hash out ideas for paper topics.  Be 

prepared to identify the type of crisis you wish to study (e.g. economic, conventional security, 

non-conventional security) so that you can be grouped with like-minded people.  You should be 

prepared to brainstorm ideas, methods and resources. 

 

Sept. 24: Entering a Conversation: Working in groups of students with shared interests, each 

student must convince his/her group mates that her/his issue is worthwhile and interesting.  This 

requires each student to come prepared with a clear idea/hypothesis: what is the type of crisis 

you are interested in? What is the debate within the crisis literature about your hypothesis?  How 

do you plan to test your hypothesis (methodology, data sources, literature). Why is this an 

important research focus?  The group will offer recommendations to help you advance your 

project.  

BCW: chp. 8-10 

Paper Proposal due September 24 via Turnitin 

 

Oct. 1: Poster Session - Prepare a poster to be viewed by the class (you can borrow a poster 

board from the department office).  See the Poster-proposal handout for details.   

BCW: chp. 15 – communicating evidence visually 

 

Section II - Case Studies: In the Case Studies section, you should draw on the relevant theories 

identified in the first section of the course to evaluate/critique the following articles. 

 

The class will be divided in two (first and second half). Students will make informal 

presentations of their posters to their colleagues, and then a formal presentation to the instructor.  

Presenters will field questions and explain their ideas. 

 

Oct. 8: Case Studies I – economic crises  

 Anwar Shaikh, “The Current Economic Crisis: Causes & Implications,” Against the 

Current (1989): 1-26.  Available at: 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BxvNb6ewL7kOVUlPdDdmLUNTMHM/edit 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0BxvNb6ewL7kOVUlPdDdmLUNTMHM/edit
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 Miles Kahler, Economic Crisis and Global Governance: The Stability of a Globalized 

World,” Procedia – Social and Behavioral Sciences vol. 77(2013): 55-64. 

 Jeffrey Sachs and Wing Thye Woo, The Asian Financial Crisis: What happened, and 

what is to be done (Jan. 21, 1999): 1-46.  

  

Oct. 15: Case Studies II - conventional crises 

Michael Brecher, (1993) Crises in World Politics: Theory and Reality (NY: Pergamon 

Press): 404-492 (The Gulf Crisis).  

Allison Graham, Philip Zelikow, Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile 

Crisis. Pp. 1-11, 255-263, 325-366.  

Maoz, Zeev, “The Decision to Raid Entebbe,” Journal of Conflict Resolution vol. 25(4) 

1981.  Pp. 677-707.  

Literature Review due October 15 via Turnitin 

 

Oct. 22: Case Studies III – nonconventional crises and the media 

Anna Thorson and Karl Ekdahl (2005), “Avian influenza – Is the world on the verge of a 

pandemic? . . . and can it be stopped?” Journal of Contingencies and Crisis Management 13(1): 

21-28.  

Robert S. Littlefield & Andrea M. Quenette (2007), “Crisis Leadership and 

Hurricane Katrina: The Portrayal of Authority by the Media in Natural Disasters,” 

Journal of Applied Communication Research, 35(1): 26-47.  

BCW: chp. 12-14 

  

*final course withdrawal day – Oct 31* 

 

Oct. 29: Progress Reports, Data Analysis with peer evaluations. In small groups, all students  

 will present their research for critique.  They will then respond/critique their colleagues’  

 work as well.  All students must provide a progress report and analysis to their assigned  

 reviewer no less than 24 hours prior to class to allow peer evaluator time to read and  

 consider your work. 

BCW: chp. 16-17 

 

Week of Nov. 5: Progress meetings with professor at his office: Bring drafts of your paper as 

well as questions, concerns and ideas to discuss with me. 

 

Nov. 12: Research Panel Presentations (2 panels per class): At this advanced stage of your  

 research you will make a formal presentation.  The goal is to try out your arguments and  

 thesis and obtain feedback on your completed preliminary draft.  Panels will be  

 established based on the similarity of the topics each of you chooses.  We will follow a  

 formal conference structure for the presentations.  Thus, your 12-15 minute presentation  

 will do the following: 

1. Describe your basic research subject in a manner that engages your colleagues, 

highlighting the aspects of the subject that first interested you (the "so what" 

question); 

2. Explain what your methods have been: which primary and secondary sources you are 

using, which conversation you have chosen to engage, what questions you are trying 

to answer; 
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3. Provide your thesis statement along with a description of the types of evidence you 

are using in support of the statement; 

4. Describe any new insights you have had about your topic since you began researching 

it, and any problems you are still struggling to solve (substantive as well as 

procedural). 

5. Explain and support your tentative conclusion.  

6. After your presentation, a discussant will offer a brief (5-7 minute) commentary on 

the paper.  This will be followed by questions and suggestions/recommendations from 

your colleagues.  

 

Note: presenters MUST provide discussants with copies of their papers at least 

3-4 days prior to the presentation. 

 

Nov. 19, Dec. 12: Panel presentations continued (same format) 

 

*Draft paper due NO LATER THAN  FRIDAY, Nov. 21* 

*Paper due via electronic submission by 2:55 PM on Dec. 10* 

 

Information on Written Assignments:  
All written assignments will be submitted electronically via Blackboard and will include: 

1. 1” margins 

2. 12 Font (Times New Roman preferred) 

3. Double spacing 

4. numbered pages (do not number the cover page) 

5. Cover Page: including course title, assignment title (and title of essay for the essay 

itself), instructor’s name, due date of the assignment and your own name. 

6. Citations and bibliography as appropriate (depending on assignment).  Always use 

Chicago style.  Within the Chicago style, use footnotes (I provide an explanation of 

Chicago style on Bb).  

When submitting your paper via Blackboard, title the document as follows: surname-name of 

assignment. 

 

Papers that fail to adhere to these guidelines will not be accepted 

 

Discussion Leader: As relevant, each discussion leader will spend 10-15 minutes reviewing the 

reading, identifying the central question and hypothesis investigated, relaying for us where the 

piece fits in the larger literature (is there a debate in the field on the answer to this question) and 

then presenting the central research design (i.e. concepts, cases, dependent, independent 

variables) and primary findings.  Each discussion leader should then, following the brief 

presentation, be prepared to lead a discussion on the literature, especially linking it to past 

readings or other readings assigned that day, eliciting from other seminar participants their views 

on the strengths, weaknesses of the analysis, and likely research projects that could flow from 

its findings and approach. 

 

A successful presenter will accurately report the thesis and main findings, succinctly summarize 

and contextualize where the research/study fits in broader disciplinary debates, and ask 

stimulating questions of the class that generate good discussion and reveal a good understanding 

of the article’s strengths and weaknesses. 
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Students NOT leading discussion that day remain obliged to both prepare and actively participate 

to support your colleagues and obtain a good participation grade. 


