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"Over the past three decades, the income gap between the world's richest fifth and its poorest fifth has more than 

doubled to 74 to 1.  And, with that gap comes migration, environmental pressure, conflict, instability and other 

problems rooted in poverty and inequality." (UNDP, Human Development Report, 1999) 

 

"There are 225 billionaires in the world today who have a combined wealth of more than a trillion dollars. That is 

more than the annual income of half of the poorest of the world's population (about 2.5 billion people)." (UNDP, 

Human Development Report, 2003). 

 

================================================================================== 

This course introduces students to a critical analysis of the political, economic and social challenges of development 
in the developing world (a term that bears discussion). The goal of the course is to familiarize students with 

competing explanations and solutions that have been developed by social scientists and policy makers in the context 

of poverty and underdevelopment in Less Developed Countries (LDCs).   

 

In few other domains of the social sciences have theories and models had such a dramatic impact.  Since the 1950s, 

billions of dollars in aid have been invested in thousands of development projects that are based on the theories and 

models we will be exploring in this course. This is not some academic study of abstract theory isolated from the 

"real world."  In this course we will strive to understand why theory-based efforts to spur development to this point 

have exhibited, at best, only mixed results. Notably, mixed results are insufficient.  After all, failure of these projects 

has concrete ramifications for the lives of billions of people.   

 
Our grappling with the development literature advances through four sections.  In section one we will identify the 

key actors and the nature of development - how do we define development, is it incontrovertibly "good", and what is 

a developing country?  In section two we focus on the theories and models that over the years have been developed 

to explain both the causes of under-development and the prescriptions that have been identified for entering the 

"virtuous cycle" of development.  In section three we engage the ongoing debate over the role of the state in 

development.  Here we explore examples of successful and unsuccessful state action - should the state be involved?  

If so, in what capacity?  In the final section we consider non-state factors that contribute to, or delay development 

and how these too should be incorporated into our "ideal" development model.  

 

Goals: 

By the end of the term, students will be: 

1. familiar with key interpretations and applications of the concept -"development"; 
2. familiar with key theories intended to explain successful or failed development - along with the forces 

that influenced the development of these theories; 

3. familiar with important case studies and key actors in development; 

4. able to analyze a specific development scenario while drawing on the tools provided in the class; 

5. able to effectively present on the role of specific factors in development. 

  

Course Requirements  

 

1. Midterm exam in-class (25%). 

2. Research essay (topics appended) (20%) - 1,500-2,000 words in length. Due, Nov. 30,  through Turnitin by 

the start of class. A late penalty of  3% of paper grade per day will be enforced.  If you expect to miss the 
deadline, you must contact me with a valid excuse prior to the due date. 

3. Political Analysis of a Book (10%) - Choose an African, Asian or Latin American novel (see below) - 1,000-

1,250 words in length. Due through Turnitin by Oct. 5. A late penalty of 3% of paper grade per day will be 

enforced. 



4. Final Exam (30%). 

5. Participation (5%) Students are required to actively engage in class discussion. More than 2 unexcused 

absences will lower your grade by 1/3rd grade (A to A- to B+ to B etc.).   

6. Research Presentations (10%).  

 

Readings 

 

Readings for the Course are available from the SUNY New Paltz bookstore. Supplementary readings are available 

via Blackboard.  I will spend some time early in the semester explaining how Blackboard will be used in the course.  

 

Mitchell A. Seligson and John T Passe-Smith, Development and Underdevelopment 4rd edition ( Boulder: Lynne 

Rienner, 2008). (set aside additional time for these readings – they are demanding. Note that each section is 

preceded by a very helpful synopsis of the key points) 

 

Howard Handelman, The Challenge of Third World Development 6th  edition (Prentice Hall, 2011). 

 

UNDP, "Millennium Development Goals: A compact among nations to end human poverty," Human Development 

Report 2003 (available free online at: http://hdr.undp.org/reports/global/2003/).  
 

 

One of the following three novels (for the political analysis assignment): 

 

1. Mistry, Rohinton. A Fine Balance. (Asia) 

2. Achebe, Chinua. Anthills of the Savannah. (Africa) 

3. Marquez, Gabriel Garcia. One Hundred Years of Solitude. (Latin America) 

 

The novels are widely available.  On Amazon.com used copies run around $3-5.  You can also check the NP and ST 

libraries.  I advise you to complete this assignment early in the term so that it does not interfere with your other 

assignments. 
 

Additionally, you are expected to stay abreast of development-related news on a daily basis.  To do this, I 

recommend reading a major newspaper such as The New York Times or the Washington Post. Other good sources for 

this course include The Economist and the Journal of International Development. 

 

Also: 

UN, IRIN: http://www.irinnews.org/ 

The UN's Integrated Regional Information Network, this provides daily stories on underreported countries and crises 

in Africa and Asia. 

 

BBC News: http://new.bbc.co.uk 

Look at the regional news sections and for special features on developing world topics. 
 

Good sources for country data include: World Development Reports (both online - 

www.worldbank.org/data/wdi2009, and in the library) and the World Resources Institute (http://www.wri.org/, 

http://earthtrends.wri.org/datatables)  

 

A heads-up about the syllabus:  We may fall behind schedule.  This is not a concern, especially if the reason for 

falling behind is active student engagement and discussion of the material.  However, this may cause some 

confusion regarding our place on the syllabus. While I will do my utmost to update everyone, if you are uncertain of 

what readings to prepare, contact me or mention it in class.  

 

LECTURE SCHEDULE 
*The Mitchell A. Seligson and John T Passe-Smith will appear as S&P in the lecture schedule. 
The UNDP, "Millennium Development Goals: A compact among nations to end human poverty," Human Development Report 
2003, will appear as UNDP in the lecture schedule. 
 

http://hdr.undp.org/reports/global/2003/
http://www.irinnews.org/
http://new.bbc.co.uk/
http://www.worldbank.org/data/wdi2009
http://www.wri.org/


SECTION I: DEFINING THE ISSUE AND IDENTIFYING THE ACTORS 
 Questions we will consider in this section: 

1. What is development and does it occur differently in different places? 

2. Is development "good"? 

3. Are there any options other than Western-style development? 
 

August 25: Introduction to the course (no readings) What is development and what are developing countries? 

Aug. 29, Sept. 1: How do WE define Development? Defining development and analyzing the data - focus on 

LDCs  

1. Handelman, pp. 1-14. 

2. Stephen A. Marglin, "Development as Poison: Rethinking the Western Model of Modernity," Harvard 

International Review (Spring 2003). (Bb) 

3. Denis Goulet, "Development: Creator and Destroyer of Values," World Development Vol. 20 (3) (1992): 467-

475. (Bb) 

4. Go to http://hdr.undp.org/en/humandev/ - Human Development Report website and read What is Human 
Development? Also, check the Human Development Index.  How is HD measured (what are the measures 

used?) and is this, in your view, a good measure? What indicators would you use to categorize countries as 

developed or less developed?  

 

Sept. 8: Does a development "gap" exist among countries?  

1. S&P chp. 2 and 3; 5 – optional (in chp. 5, focus on the overall argument). 

2. The Economist, More or Less Equal? March 13 (2004). (Bb)  

 

SECTION II: THEORIES TO EXPLAIN AND RESOLVE THE "GAP" 
 Questions we will consider in this section:  

1. What are the theories that inform development and what is the context in which these theories 

arose? 
2. What are the arguments supporting and opposing the different theories - do the data confirm 

or infirm the theories? 
 

Sept. 12: Modernization Theory (Convergence): Linear progress based on the Western experience 

1. Handelman, pp. 15-18. 
2. S&P 14, 15. 

 

Sept. 15: Dependency Theory (Divergence): A dependency interpretation of historical development 

1. Handelman, pp. 19-21. 

2. Cardoso and Faletto, Dependency and Development in Latin America (LA: U. California Press, 1971): chp. 2 

(Bb)  

 

Sept. 19: Dependency - Explaining the lack of development as largely driven by EXTERNAL factors. 

1. S&P 21. 

2. Peter Evans, Dependent Development: The Alliance of Multinational, State, and Local Capital in Brazil 

(Princeton University Press, 1994): 14-43. (Bb) 

 

Sept. 22: Responses to Dependency Theory  

1. Tony Smith, "The Logic of Dependency Theory Revisited," International Organization Vol. 35 (4) (1981). 

(Bb) 
 

September 26 – Political Analysis of Book due via turnitin prior to the start of class 

 

Sept 26, Oct. 3: Colonialism, poverty, ethnicity and under-development: violent outcomes? Do one or more of  

these factors explain violent outcomes?  

1. Paul Collier, Wars, Guns and Votes (2009): Chp.  2. 

2. S&P, chp. 13. 

3. Handelman, chp. 4.  



 

Oct. 6, 11: Culture & Development – Does Culture matter to Development? 

1. S&P 18, 19, 20. (for Oct. 6) 

2. Landes (chp. 1), Sachs (chp. 3), Inglehart (chp. 7) (for Oct. 11) (Bb) 

 

Oct. 13: Comparing Theories – Mid-term exam prep  
1. Handelman, pp. 21-25. 

 

Oct. 17: Mid-Term Exam (in-class) 

 

SECTION III: THE STATE AND GLOBALIZATION  
Questions we will consider in this section: 

1. Does the reason for failed development lie in our blindness to the key role states play?   

2. Does regime type matter? 
3. Does the solution lie in Globalization?   

 

Oct. 20: States & Institutions I: 

1. Handelman, Chp. 2 

2. S&P, chp. 28. 

3. Paul Collier, Wars, Guns and Votes (2009): chp. 1. 

4. Noam Chomsky, World Orders, Old and New (London: Pluto, 1994): Introduction (Optional) (Bb) 
  

Oct. 24, 27: States and Institutions II: 

1. Jeffrey Sachs, "Institutions Matter, but not for Everything," Finance and Development (June 2003) (Bb). 

2. World Development Report 2003, chp 3: Institutions for Sustainable Development 

3. John Rapley, Understanding Development: Theory and Practice in the Third World (Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 

2002) chp. 3 (The Neo-Classical approach). (Bb) 

4. Handelman, pp. 244-249. 

 

Oct. 31: Neo-Liberalism and the Washington Consensus: Is the world flat? 

1. Friedman, The Lexus and the Olive Tree (2000): chp. 5 (Bb) 

2. Ashraf Ghani, Clare Lockhart, Fixing Failed States (2008): chp. 2 (Bb) 

 

Nov. 3, 7: The Debate over Globalization – Retain, Reform or Reject? 
1. Stiglitz, Globalization and its Discontents (2003): chp 1, 3 (Bb) 

2. Bhagwati, In Defense of Globalization (2004): chp. 1 (Bb) (chapter 2, 3 are optional) 

3. Paul Collier, Wars, Guns and Votes (2009): chp. 9 (Bb) (Optional) 

4. Ashraf Ghani, Clare Lockhart, Fixing Failed States (2008): chp. 5. (Optional) 

 

 

Nov. 4 - Last date to withdraw from the class 

 

Nov. 10, 14: Case Studies – Does the State matter?: Class will be divided into groups, each covering one country 

case study.  What are the key characteristics of your country case? Identify key factors influencing development in 
your case and be prepared to discuss it in class. (bring relevant data sets to class) 

 

1. Handelman, pp. 289-294 (optional, pp. 277-288). 

2. Case Studies: South Korea; OR Mauritius, OR Argentina. 

(independently conduct background research on your case study) 

 

SECTION IV: NEW PLAYERS IN DEVELOPMENT 
 This section recognizes that development failures are not necessarily explainable by focussing purely on 

meta-theory or on the state. Here we begin to explore additional explanatory variables in a search for a more 

comprehensive response to the question - what makes development "work"? 

Questions we will consider: 



1. What factors aside from the state must be considered in our search for solutions to the 

development "impasse"? 
2. How can we incorporate these additional factors into our development "model"? 
 

 

Nov. 17: Civil Society Organizations and Development 

1. UNDP, Chp. 7 http://hdr.undp.org/reports/global/2003/ 

2. Sangeeta Kamat, "NGOs and the New Democracy: The False Saviors of International Development," Harvard 

International Review (Spring 2003). (Bb) 

3. Richard Sandbrook and Mohamed Halfani, Empowering People: Building Community, Civil Associations and 
Legality in Africa. (Toronto: Centre for Urban and Community Studies, 1993): Introduction. (Bb) 

 
Nov. 21: Women and Development 

1. Handelman, Chp. 5 

2. World Bank (2009), Conditional Cash Transfers.  Read the Overview: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTCCT/Resources/5757608-1234228266004/001-028_PRR-

CCT_overview.pdf.  If you would like to read the entire report: 
http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/EXTDEC/EXTRESEARCH/EXTPRRS/EXTCCT/0,,content

MDK:22064167~enableDHL:True~menuPK:5757759~pagePK:64168445~piPK:64168309~theSitePK:575774

5,00.html 

3. Isobel Coleman, "The Payoff From Women's Rights," Foreign Affairs (May/June 2004) (Optional - Bb) 

 

 

November 28 – Research Essay due via turnitin by start of class 

 

Nov. 28, Dec. 1, 5, 8: Student Research presentations 

 

Final Papers due November 30  

 

Summary and Conclusions 

 

Final Exam: Dec. 19, 2:45-4:45 

 

http://hdr.undp.org/reports/global/2003/
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTCCT/Resources/5757608-1234228266004/001-028_PRR-CCT_overview.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTCCT/Resources/5757608-1234228266004/001-028_PRR-CCT_overview.pdf


GUIDELINES FOR POLITICAL ANALYSIS OF ONE OF THREE BOOKS 

1,000-1,250 words (+150 word buffer) 

 

The book review is a critical evaluation and political analysis of the book you have selected. It is not just a summary 

of a book, nor a string of unconnected observations. Your book review should have two parts: 

 
I. a brief summary of the book (one to two pages) and, 

 

II. a critical commentary (the remainder). 

 

 The first part (the brief summary) should answer the following sorts of questions: What is this book about? What is 

the central thesis or argument presented by the author? Give a few examples of how the author most forcefully 

presents the argument. What are the weaknesses (if any) that you think exist in the book, for example where the 

argument is weak or you are not fully convinced. 

 

In the second part (the critical commentary) you should focus your analysis and discussion on a key issue that the 

author is raising and that you think is important. You should start the section by stating why the issue is important 

(each book addresses a number of issues and to cover all of them will only weaken your argument and the paper will 
be unfocussed). It is on this issue that you should do additional research. In your discussion of the issue, your essay 

should incorporate other sources of non-fiction literature from the field of politics (a minimum of two is 

required and should be duly cited in the text as you discuss them). For example, if you are reading the Achebe novel, 

two journal articles or chapters from two books on Nigeria, which discuss your issue and which helps to explain the 

politics of the period Achebe writes about in a fictional way will help you to write your book review as a political 

analysis. This is not a literary review.  Rely on political science sources NOT literature ones.  

 

This essay should be 1,000-1,250 words exclusive of citations and bibliography (with a 150 word “buffer”). 

 

The paper is due September 26 via turnitin (Blackboard). Any paper received after this will be penalized at 2% a 

day. 
 

 

RESEARCH ESSAY TOPICS 

1,500-2,000 words excluding bibliography and citations 

(2,150 word maximum) 

 

You must cite sources in footnotes or endnotes, and provide a bibliography. The essay is due by November 28 at 

the start of class.  Submit via turnitin (Blackboard). See 'Guidelines' below for further information. 

 

1. Was colonial rule an unmitigated development disaster for the people of Senegal or Kenya or India or Jamaica, 

or can one argue that the colonial legacy in the country you choose contained some positive elements from the 

viewpoint of the colonial subjects and their descendants?  
 

2. Canada, which depends on the export of primary goods, seems to represent an anomalous development case.  

Why did Canada not suffer a fate similar to other primary goods export-dependent former colonies, and instead 

develop into one of the planet's richest countries?  In answering this question, compare developments in Canada 

and Argentina.  How were these countries similar/different, and why do they diverge?  

 

3. Drawing on one of the following cases, explain why early democratization is/is not beneficial to development 

(Taiwan or Chile or South Korea or Senegal).  

 

4. Some critics maintain that foreign-aid programs have utterly failed to achieve their goals and should therefore 

be severely curtailed. Do you think that this negative assessment of aid can be sustained? Answer this question 
by drawing on examples from at least two developing countries.  

 

5. Analyze and assess the success of market-oriented reform in Vietnam or Kenya or Peru or Jamaica. Is this 

reform the main reason for development?  Explain why yes/no. 



 

6. Some critics charge that women have borne a disproportionate share of the costs associated with neo-liberal 

reform policies.  Drawing on India as a case study, explain why you agree/disagree.  

 

7. What explains the vast differences between Israel and her neighbors in terms of development?  Can the Israeli 

model be copied by other countries in the Middle East?  
 

8. Drawing on the Millenium Development Goals, identify a specific country and explain how/why the goals are 

or are not on their way to being achieved. What does this tell us about the strengths and weaknesses of the 

MDG plan? Do the MDGs represent a useful model for development? 

 

GUIDELINES FOR RESEARCH ESSAY 

 

1. You must consistently use one citation system. 

2. You must include a bibliography containing all items used in the preparation of the essay. Do not `pad' the 

bibliography with items you did not actually use. A research essay of this length should normally draw upon at least 

6 scholarly sources (these include refereed journals and books but not newspaper or online news sources, though 

these may be consulted - if in doubt, consult with me).  I will not accept websites (BBC, CNN etc.) as scholarly 
sources.  

3. If you use another author's words, you must enclose them in quotation marks and cite the source. If you use 

another author's ideas, you must cite the source. Paraphrasing large sections of another author's ideas without giving 

credit to that author is plagiarism. (refer to the code of behavior on academic matters on plagiarism.) 

4. Pay particular attention to the clear organization of your ideas. Ensure that you state your argument or thesis in 

the introduction, support this with evidence in the body of your paper (citing any contrary views or evidence as 

relevant), and conclude by summarizing your findings.  

5. I will hold you to the word limit - I will cease reading your papers once you have exceeded the word count by 150 

words (this is true for both written assignments). You will be graded based on the part of the paper I have read. 

6. If you have any problems or queries, feel free to consult with me for clarification. 

7. If you believe that you have received a grade lower than what you deserve, you may request to be re-graded.  
Referring to the comments you received on your paper, provide a one-page explanation of why you believe your 

assignment deserves a higher grade.  

 

  

GUIDELINES FOR PRESENTATIONS 

 

Each student will have approximately 8 minutes to present his/her research (depending on the number of students in 

the class).  At least two weeks in advance of the presentation, each student will meet with me to discuss their plans.  

The meeting will take place during my office hours.  If you are unable to make the office hours, you may coordinate 

a separate time with me.  Failure to meet with me within the above time frame will result in a lower presentation 

grade. 

 
A strong presentation will: 

1. clearly identify the question/thesis being discussed; 

2. provide background on the debate that exists on the topic; 

3. identify challenges encountered in the research; 

4. draw tentative conclusions. 


