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Course Description: 

Throughout history there have never been two dominant powers in East Asia.  For much 

of history, China dominated.  This dominance was political, cultural, military and economic.  

However, by the 19
th
 century Japan grew increasingly powerful, forcing China out of her once 

dominant position.  Through the 1980s the talk was of "Japan Inc." - the powerful economic and 

cultural juggernaut that threatened not only to dominate East Asia, but the West as well.  With 

the approach of the 21
st
 century, change came again.  China is increasingly powerful and 

confident, while Japan struggles to re-ignite a stagnant economy and an increasingly unsure 

country. What explains Japan's amazing past success and current difficulties?  What explains 

China's relative backwardness and recent booming growth? What is the nature of the political 

and economic institutions that have influenced the paths towards development for each of these 

countries?  To address these questions, this course takes a comparative politics approach.   

The course is divided into three sections. In the first section, we will consider the 

historical, cultural and political factors that influenced the formation of currently existing 

political and economic institutions in each country.  In the second section we will consider the 

political and economic systems in both countries as they currently exist.  This includes systems 

of government, decision making, civil society-state relations and trade.  

Finally, in the third section we will focus more narrowly on how these two systems have 

responded to an assortment of domestic and international challenges.  How effectively are these 

countries overcoming challenges? Given our understanding of these processes, we will consider 

whether Japan, China, both or neither offer an attractive model. 

The goal of the course is therefore twofold.  First - to enhance our awareness and 

understanding of the factors influencing the socio-economic and political debates in these two 

influential countries, along with the approaches they have adopted to overcoming the challenges 

they face. Second - to better grasp the trajectories of these two countries - where they are headed 

and what we can learn from their experiences. 

 

Course Requirements 

 

Class participation (10%) - Active participation in class discussions.  This course is intended to 

be interactive.  Attendance is required.  Students are expected to prepare the readings for each 

class and to participate actively in class discussions.  

More than two unexcused absences will decrease your participation mark by 5% of your 

participation grade for each unexcused absence.  Thus, a 95 (A) becomes a 90 (A minus) etc. 

Best possible grade for simply appearing in class but not contributing: C- (70). 

Group Presentations (10%) - In groups (depending on class size), students will present on  



a pre-determined topic. Students will be graded on their individual effort as well as the  

success of the group in conveying the material to the class. 

Exams: midterm 25%; final (take home) 30%.   

Essay: (15%) - Students will write a 1,300-1,600 word essay based on one of the four topics  

appearing on the syllabus.  Papers enjoy a maximum of 200 word buffer (i.e. the  

essay may not exceed 1,800 words). 

Poster presentations: (10%) Students will make poster presentations in pairs (details to follow) 

 

Required Texts 
NOTE: Books are available for purchase from Inquiring Minds bookstore in downtown New Paltz: 6 Church 

Street. (ph.) 845-255-8300. 

 

 June Teufel Dreyer, China’s Political System: Modernization and Tradition, 8
th
 edition  

  (NY: Pearson/Longman, 2012). 

 Louis D. Hayes, Introduction to Japanese Politics, 5
th
 Edition (NY: ME Sharpe, 2008). 

 

To enrich your background you may wish to read: 

Kenneth Lieberthal, Governing China (any edition) (New York: WW Norton).   

One of the most popular books on contemporary Chinese politics. 

Jonathan Spence, The Search for Modern China (any edition) (New York: WW Norton),  

a detailed background of Chinese political history from late Ming to the present. 

Timothy Hoye, Japanese Politics: Fixed and Floating Worlds (New Jersey: Prentice  

Hall, 1999) a cultural/civilizational approach to understanding Japanese politics. 

W.G. Beasley, The Rise of Modern Japan (3
rd

 edition) (London: Wiedenfeld & Nicolson),  

an excellent and highly readable historical study of Japan since 1850. 

 

Additional readings will be available through Blackboard (Bb). These will appear on the 

syllabus followed by (Bb). 

 

Students are expected to make use of additional sources.  These may include Japan Echo; Japan 

Quarterly, Japan Focus, China Quarterly, Issues and Studies, China Journal, Journal of Chinese 

Political Science, Asian Wall Street Journal, Asahi Shimbun, China Development Brief, The 

South China Morning Post; The China Daily; The People's Daily, The New York Times; The 

Asian Wall Street Journal; the Economist, etc.  These sources should be followed consistently so 

that students will be informed of, and able to draw examples from, contemporary developments. 

 

To get a good overview of both China and Japan, and for occasional updates go to 

Countrywatch. 

 

Schedule 
note: readings from June Teufel-Dreyer will appear as JTD; for Louis Hayes as LH 

 

 

Jan 23: What are these countries we are studying?  What explains the similarities and yet also  

 vast differences that exist between Japan and China? An introduction to the issues we  

 will be exploring throughout the semester. 

 



Section 1: Factors influencing contemporary government and political 

behavior and institutions in China and Japan  
 

Jan 26: Confucius Reigns: Consider how culture and history influence behavior. First read The  

 Sacred Edict (Bb – required).  Then read either Confucianism in Japan OR Confucianism  

 in China (Bb).  What is the nature of Confucian ideas and what is its impact on modern  

 China/Japan?   

Jan 30: China from 1949-1976; What challenges faced China with the establishment of the  

PRC? How does the Party/State choose to address them?  What characterizes the 

Maoist Model? JTD chp. 5 (chp. 4 optional).  Also Read: Mao Zedong, On the Correct 

Handling of Contradictions among the People (Bb). Watch “China in Revolution, 1911-

1949” on Youtube at: http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=China+in+revolution+1911-

1949&oq=China+in+revolution+1911-

1949&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&gs_sm=s&gs_upl=3938l15678l0l17572l29l27l0l16l16l0l167l1181l5.6l11l0 
Feb 2: Film: Occupied Japan: An experiment in democracy. Birth of “Contemporary Japan”.   

 Download questions for the film in advance under the “overhead” link. 

Feb 6: Japan: Culture, History and Politics; What characterizes the post-war Japanese  

 Model? LH, chp. 1, 2. 

Feb 9: Comparing the early models: challenges, responses, effective results? BRING  

 LAPTOPS!  Check Bb, “assignments” link – “comparing countries”.  

 

Section 2: Contemporary political and economic systems in China and Japan  
 

Feb 13:  China: The post-Mao transition, evaluating the Maoist Legacy AND Theories in  

studying China. Note Party/State Structure and theories in studying China.  

JTD, pp. 8-23 and 113-120. Optional: On The Reform Of The System Of Party  

And State Leadership (1980). Read ONLY section III (major defects of the existing  

system and need for a new direction) (Bb). 

Feb 16: China: Post-Mao political Reforms, 1976-Present: Structure, powers and goals.  

Relations between Party and State - who is in charge?  JTD, 89-94; 120-147; Lee 

“Democracy and Development In China” (Bb); Party and State Organs (Bb) 

Feb 23: China: Is Democracy developing? Liu and Chen, “Why China Will Democratize”  

 (Bb);  Steve Tsang, “Consultative Leninism: China’s New Political Framework,” (Bb).   

 For more on Democracy and elections check out the blog (Bb for link) 

Feb 27: Japan: Development of the modern political system: LH, pp. 47-62, 118-127 (Note:  

 focus on main shifts in roles and institutions. Also check government site (Bb for link).  

March 1: Japan: Political Parties: structure and function.  Group Work: Each group will  

 represent a particular party in the Japanese political system.  Each group should prepare  

 the party history and platform LH, chp. 4 and 5 (note in particular the materials directly  

relevant to the party you will represent).  ALSO study your party’s English language 

websites. Make sure you know your party's strength in both houses and if it is/is not in 

the current government.  Students should divide up responsibility for specific planks in 

the party platform.  Guidelines appear under Bb Assignments Link. 

March 5: Japan: Party negotiations - Each group/party will enter into negotiations with  

representatives of the other parties in an attempt to form a coalition government.  Be  

prepared to present your coalition (and how it was formed/policy shifts/compromises  

http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=China+in+revolution+1911-1949&oq=China+in+revolution+1911-1949&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&gs_sm=s&gs_upl=3938l15678l0l17572l29l27l0l16l16l0l167l1181l5.6l11l0
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=China+in+revolution+1911-1949&oq=China+in+revolution+1911-1949&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&gs_sm=s&gs_upl=3938l15678l0l17572l29l27l0l16l16l0l167l1181l5.6l11l0
http://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=China+in+revolution+1911-1949&oq=China+in+revolution+1911-1949&aq=f&aqi=&aql=&gs_sm=s&gs_upl=3938l15678l0l17572l29l27l0l16l16l0l167l1181l5.6l11l0


etc.) to the class.   

March 8: Comparative Constitutions . Guidelines appear under Bb Assignments Link. 

March 12: Mid-term EXAM - students should be conversant in the structures and 

relations among Party and State in the Chinese and Japanese systems as well as the  

terminology that informs each system. 

 

Section 3: Domestic and International Challenges  
 

March 15: Comparative Constitutions II 

March 26: China's Economy in reform: What are the reforms? Can China keep growing? JTD  

 chp. 7; Pollock (Bb); Krugman, China Collapse (Bb). 

March 29: China Poster Session: Domestic Politics: The debate between Collapse and  

 Continuity.  China Presenters: Each pair will produce a poster making the case for  

 collapse or continuity (details during the semester).  Useful readings include: JTD, chp.  

 11, Brady (2009) (Bb); Jobless Grads (Bb); Charter 8 (Bb).   

 

*March 30 – last day to withdraw from the class* 

 

April 2: China: Foreign Relations: What does China want and is it a threat?  Why yes/no?  

 JTD chp. 14;  Higgins (Bb) 

April 5: Japan - the economic miracle? Has Japan's development model failed?  LH, chp. 9;  

Dewitt (Bb); Katz (Bb). 

April 9: Japan Poster Session: Domestic Politics: Public expectations and state response.   

Are rising and increasingly complex domestic challenges undermine or strengthen the 

Japanese political system?  

Japan Presenters: Each student in this group will produce a poster making the case for  

the strengthening or undermining of the Japanese domestic political system (details  

during the semester).  Useful readings include LH, pp.127-139; 143-156; Japan 

demographic abyss (Bb).  Consider including recent articles referring to the socio-

political impact of  2011 Fukushima . 

April 12: Japan's Foreign Relations: How does Japan view itself internationally?  Should it be  

 a major international power?  Is it one already?  How would a change in Japan's  

international policy stance influence Japan's international status?  

LH, chp. 12, (chp. 13 – optional); Also check Japan's Ministry of  Foreign Affairs  

website (Bb for link). 

April 16: The Future of China and Japan in the International System: Whose Century will it 

 be? In this class you will draw on the readings and your accumulated knowledge to  

 debate the future developments in terms of global status for the two countries. Smil  

 (2007) (Bb).  Class will be divided into two sides– be prepared to argue your side.  

April  19: Peer Review of research papers - students will bring 2 copies of (as close to)  

completed drafts of their research papers for review by their peers.  This is an extremely  

important class - all are urged to complete as much (if not all) of their paper prior to this  

date. 

 

*Research Essay due via turnitin by start of class on April 23* 

 



April 23, 26, 30, May 3: Student Presentations 
 

May 7: Conclusions - Assessing the Japanese and Chinese models.   

 

Take Home Exam will become available as of 3:00 PM, May 2
nd

.  It will be due by 3:00 PM, 

May 10 via Turnitin.  NO LATE SUBMISSIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

 

Final Exam Date:  May 14, 2:45-4:45.  Class will be held. 

 

Presentation and Writing Assignment 
 

Paper and Presentation Topics:  

1. One Party Rule in China is doomed to end within the next twenty years. 

2. The US occupation of Japan reflects a successful model for democratization from 

without. 

3. China has replaced Japan as the primary power in East Asia. 

4. Compare and contrast the contemporary Japanese (post-WW II) and Chinese (post-

1979) development models – does one represent a better template for late developing 

country development? Justify. 

 

A successful group presentation will adhere to the following steps:  

1. provide background to the topic being addressed:  What are the major questions?  

What are the factors influencing the development of the issue? (group representatives 

may fulfil this task); 

2. discuss the various conclusions reached: EACH group member will describe/defend 

his/her conclusions, explaining the logic underlying those conclusions. (This is a core 

aspect of the presentation, reflecting your own work.  It is the major source of your 

presentation grade); 

3. challenge each other over your positions, drawing in the class as part of the 

discussion.  
 

Important Administration: 

1. Two weeks prior to their respective presentation dates, each group is responsible for 

providing readings (totaling no more than 25 pages in electronic format.  I will load 

these into Blackboard). The class is responsible for these readings.   

2. One week prior to your group presentation the group will provide me with a tentative 

outline of what you intend to cover.  (you should feel free to meet with me as often as 

necessary in advance of the presentation).  

3. On the day you present to the class, you are to submit a detailed outline of your 

presentation (one for the group). 

 

Each group may choose to present in any style it pleases.  Thus for example, groups may utilize 

audio-visual tools, make formal presentations, conduct a round-table style debate…etc.  This 

should be decided in consultation with the instructor well before the presentation date. 

 

 

NOTES:  



1. Failure to fulfil any one of the above requirements will result in an automatic 5% 

deduction from your presentation grade.   

2. Each group member will be graded separately on his/her presentation as well as on 

the group effort as a whole (grading rubric will be provided). 

 

Research Essay: (1,300-1,600 words + 200 word buffer) 
Due April 23

rd
 via Turnitin before start of class 

 

While you will be presenting as a group, your paper must be your own.  You may consult with your group members 

over sources, but you may not write a group paper.  I provide below a set of guidelines intended to address any 

questions you might have regarding research essay writing.  We will review this information in class. Read the 

following carefully. 
 

1. The paper should include a cover page - on the cover page you will include the title of your paper, the name of the 

course, your name, the date, the word count, and my name.  Your name WILL NOT  appear on any other page of 

your paper. 

 

Use the 1st person singular in your writing - this is YOUR paper, YOUR ideas, Your work - feel free to say "I will 

do x, and I will argue y" etc.  That said, avoid colloquial English.  Write professionally, clearly and based on the 

assumption that the person reading your paper is competent in your field but NOT an expert in your area of research.  

 

Number each page (excluding the cover page).  Run a spell check - I will deduct points on spelling and grammar 

mistakes. 
 

2. Bibliography: Your paper will include a BIBLIOGRAPHY.  I expect you to include ANY book/article you drew 

on in your research.   

 

3. Citations:  ALL research papers include the extensive use of citations.  WHY? b/c you are referencing OTHER 

people's work, and drawing on other people's ideas to conduct your own analysis.  Anything that is not common 

knowledge must be cited. Anything that is claimed by someone else - must be cited.  As a general rule - if you are 

unsure whether to cite - CITE.  You will NOT be penalized for too many citations.  However, you WILL be 

penalized for too few.  

 

Your citation method may be any one you prefer -  remain consistent.   

 
Citing vs. Quoting:  Citing means attributing ANY information you use to the source from whence it derived.  

Thus, regardless of your decision to quote the author or not - you must cite the author you draw upon in your 

analysis.  Quoting MUST be cited.  Heavy reliance on quotation is a mistake. Only quote if the author makes a 

powerful point you wish to relate to in the text of your paper, OR if you think he/she has made the point more 

effectively than you possibly could.   

 

4. Acceptable sources:  This is a research paper.  You are expected to draw on scholarly sources - this means 

scholarly books and articles in PEER REVIEW journals.  

 

Unless a valid excuse is provided prior to the due date, a late penalty of 5%/day of the paper grade will be 

enforced. Failure to adhere to the above guidelines will also result in a penalty. 

 

College Recommended Academic Integrity Statement: 

Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty in their college work.  Cheating, forgery and 

plagiarism are serious offenses, and students found guilty of any form of academic dishonesty are subject to 

disciplinary action.  For definitions of these offenses, as well as the process that a faculty member will follow if a 

student is found to be engaging in any form of academic dishonesty, see the section on Academic Integrity in the 

Advising Handbook: www.newpaltz.edu/acadadv 

 

College Recommended ADA Statement: 



Students with documented physical, learning , psychological and other disabilities are entitled to receive reasonable 

accommodations.  If you need classroom or testing accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center 

(SUB 205; 257-3020). The DRC will provide forms verifying the need for accommodation.  As soon as the 

instructor receives the form, you will be provided with the appropriate accommodations.  Students are encouraged to 

request accommodations as close to the beginning of the semester as possible. 

 


