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Course Description 

 

"The Red Menace," "The Yellow Hordes," - these are descriptions once widely used by a 

nervous international community when referring to the People's Republic of China (PRC).  Ever 

since the rise of a nuclear-capable Communist China the West has been trying to figure out how 

to “manage” China.  However, “managing” China is growing increasingly difficult. The PRC, 

with the world’s largest population, second largest economy, a rapidly modernizing military and 

numerous global interests, is increasingly "flexing its foreign policy muscles." These interests 

include economic, territorial and political interests that often collide with the rather comfortable 

(from a Western perspective) global status-quo. 

 

As president Obama stated in July 2009, America’s relationship with China “will shape the 21st 

century, which makes it as important as any bilateral relationship in the world.” As China’s 

international influence grows, it becomes incumbent upon us to study the factors driving China's 

foreign policy decisions. What does the PRC seek to achieve in the near and long term?  What is 

driving her decisions and how are these decisions reached? How will her decisions impact the 

international community?   

 

To address these questions, this course opens by focusing on developing the analytical necessary 

to understanding foreign policy decision making (FPDM) before shifting to historical 

explanations for Chinese FPDM.  The course then shifts to an exploration of the structures, 

institutions  and actors influencing FPDM before concluding with a series of FPDM case studies.  

 

As the course title suggests, the international relationship that will receive the most attention is 

that between China and the United States.  Ultimately, this course seeks to address the question – 

does China represent a threat to the United States? 

 

The course includes four sections.  

I. Theories & models of FPDM; 

II. Historical explanations of Chinese FPDM;  

III. Structural and Institutional explanations of Chinese FPDM; 

IV. Key challenges in Chinese Foreign Relations. 

 

Learning outcomes: By the conclusion of the course, students will have acquired the analytical 

tools and background to evaluate the nature and process of foreign policy decision making.  



Students will also develop a strong grasp of the key foreign policy challenges facing China, and 

their relevance to Sino-US relations.  

 

Course Requirements and Grading 

 

Participation (10%): This course relies heavily on student participation.  In order to facilitate 

participation, students will be expected to follow the news closely – this includes newspapers, 

journals and other sources (I will make recommendations at the start of the term).  More than 2 

unexcused absences will decrease your participation mark by 5% of your participation grade for 

each unexcused absence. Thus, a 95 (A) becomes a 90 (A-) etc.   

 

Mid-term Exam (25%); Final Exam (30%) The exams will consist of identifications and brief 

essays. 

 

Debate (10%): Students will engage in debate.  All students will actively participate. 

 

Research Paper (25%) (2,000 -2,500 words):  Students will explore a topic they have 

identified, either supporting or rejecting their hypothesis by considering existing research on the 

topic.  Due by the start of class on April 22
nd

 . Submit via turnitin. 

 

Required Text: 

Nathan and Scobell, China’s Search for Security (Columbia University Press, 2012). 

 

Students will also be expected to complete readings appearing on Bb – I will describe their 

use at the outset of the semester.  Students should make it a habit to check Bb on a regular basis 

for course updates and readings 

 

As we will be drawing on contemporary foreign policy issues that arise during the course of the 

semester, it is essential, and required, that all students follow Chinese foreign policy on a weekly 

basis.  English language options include the South China Morning Post; the People’s Daily; The 

Asian Wall Street Journal China Real Time (http://blogs.wsj.com/chinarealtime/); the New York 

Times (English or Chinese editions).  You may also wish to make Global Times 

(www.globaltimes.cn) your home page – this is a Communist Party controlled nationalistic 

newspaper.  Another option for general reports is the National Bureau for Asian Research 

website: http://www.nbr.org/.  You may also wish to visit the China Digital Times website – it 

provides updates on censorship events in China:  http://chinadigitaltimes.net/ 

 

Recommended Texts: There is an extensive literature addressing Chinese Foreign Policy that 

you may wish to peruse on your own.  Among them: 

 

Suisheng Zhao (ed.) Chinese Foreign Policy: Pragmatism and Strategic Behavior (M.E. Sharpe,  

2004). 

Warren I. Cohen, America’s Response to China: A History of Sino-American Relations (5
th
 ed.)  

(N.Y.: Columbia University Press, 2010).  

Susan Shirk, China: Fragile Superpower (Oxford University Press: 2007) 

David Shambaugh (ed.) Tangled Titans: The US and China (Rowman & Littlefield, 2013). 

http://www.globaltimes.cn/
http://www.nbr.org/


David Lampton. Same Bed Different Dreams: Managing US-China Relations 1989-2000  

 (University of California Press, 2001). 

Henry Kissinger, On China (Penguin Book, 2012). 

Bernstein & Munro, The Coming Conflict with China (Vintage books, 1998). 

 

Schedule 
Jan 24: Introduction to the topic, administration  

a. Martin Jacque – China Rising (Video – TED talks) 

b. The Australian, article on China-US/Japan relations 

Jan 28: What is all the Hoopla about? How many countries border China? Who? Disputes?  

a. Subramanian, “The inevitable Superpower (Bb) 

b. Kaplan, “The Geography of Chinese Power (Bb)  

 

Section I: Foreign Policy – Theory, Actors and Institutions 

Jan 31: Engaging Foreign Policy Theory 

a. Nathan & Scobell, Introduction & Chp. 1. 

Feb 4: Realism and Foreign Policy 

a. Morgenthau, Six principles… (Bb) 

b. Tellis in Shambaugh (2013) chp. 4 (Bb) 

Feb 7: Foreign Policy Models 

a. Allison & Zelikow, Introduction (Bb) 

b. Mintz, PoliHeuristic FP model (Bb) 

Feb 11: Power Transition Theory Bring laptops – evaluate measures of power transition (see  

 www.correlatesofwar.org, NMC_supplement 
a. Chan, Power-transition (Bb) 

b. Glaser & Madeiros, Peaceful Rise, through pg. 306 (Bb) 

Feb 14: China’s Grand Strategy Defined how does the description of China’s grand strategy fit with  

 recent Chinese behavior? Continuation, adjustment or abandonment? 
a. Goldstein, “Rising to the Challenge” (Bb) pp. 14-20 & chp. 6 

b. Wang Jisi, “China’s Search for a grand Strategy” (March/April 2011) (Bb) 

 

Section II: History and Chinese Foreign Policy  

Feb 19: Early Chinese Foreign Policy – Encountering the West 

a. Pei-Kai Cheng and Michael Lestz with Jonathan Spence, Documentary Collection 

chp. 6 and pp. 157-159 (Bb). 

b. Jonathan Spence, pp. 197-202 (Bb). 

Feb 21: China & the US through the early 20
th

 Century 

a. Cohen, America’s Response to China, prologue & Chp. 2 (Bb) 

Feb 25: China-US relations through the 2000s 

a. Zhang Baijia, chp. 2 in Robert Ross (ed) Re-examining the Cold War (Bb) optional – 
a more detailed description of the relationship if you are not familiar. 

b. Schram, The Political Though of Mao Tse Tung chp. 8 (Intro, A, C, G, I) & 9 (Intro, 

G, H, J).  (Bb) Bring text to class and be prepared to discuss 

c. Nathan and Scobell, chp. 4 

 

Section III: Factors influencing FPDM in China 

Feb 28: The Regime (Student volunteer to present on the 2001 EP-3 spy plane incident) 

http://www.correlatesofwar.org/


a. Nathan and Scobell, chp. 2  

b. http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/default.htm  

(follow the links to “Policies and Activities” as well as “The Ministry”) 

 

March 4: Domestic Factors – bring in contemporary examples of the sources of threat to the CCP from 

 within, drawing on Shirk’s 3 dimensions (p. 39). Note she discusses Hu Jintao as Party Secretary General.  

 However, as of Fall 2012, the new Secretary General is Xi Jinping (Premier – Li Keqiang) 
a. Zweig, “Anxiety among Chinese about China’s Rise (Bb) 

b. Shirk, “Domestic Threat,” Fragile Superpower Chp. 3 (Bb) 

c. Nathan, “The Tiananmen Papers” Foreign Affairs (Jan/Feb 2001) OPTIONAL 

http://www.ou.edu/uschina/texts/ChiPol/Nathan2002Tiananmen.pdf 

d. In class listen to podcast  

 

March 7: Economic Factors (bring laptops/data on China’s economic indicators to class –  

 identify recent examples of corruption in China) 
a. Shirk, chp. 2 (Bb) 

b. Nathan and Scobell, chp. 10 

 

March 11: Mid-Term Exam  

 

March 14: Military Factors (student volunteer to present on PLA strength compared to US) 

a. Nathan and Scobell, chp. 11 (section on Taiwan is optional)  

b. Chase, China’s 2010 National Defense White Paper (Bb) 

 

March 18: Mid-term exam review and catch-up  

 

March 21: China’s Soft Power 

a. Nathan and Scobell, chp. 12 

b. Huang on Soft Power (Bb) Optional 

 

Spring Break: March 25-29 

 

Section IV: Foreign Policy challenges 

 

April 1: China’s Relations with her neighbors I: Japan & the Koreas  
 In groups: work through the considerations/constraints that drive China’s policies vs. Japan/Koreas.  What 
role for domestic factors? Role of International law?  Are China’s positions rational/reasonable? Bring in examples 

of current/recent China-Japan and China-Korea interactions. 

a. Nathan and Scobell, chp. 5 

b. Keatley (Bb) 

Last day to withdraw from the class: April 3 

 

April 4: China’s Relations with her neighbors II: The Asia Pacific (Volunteer to present on the UN  

 Convention on the Law of the Sea)  
a. Nathan and Scobell, chp. 6 (required: pp. 139-146; 154-159; 168-169) 

b. Bonnie S. Glaser, Armed Clash in the South China Sea (April 2012) (Bb) 

 

April 8: China, Tibet and Xinjiang 

http://www.fmprc.gov.cn/eng/default.htm


a. Nathan and Scobell, chp. 8 (195-208; 220-221. Section on Taiwan is optional) 

b. Mote on Tibet (Bb) SKIM 

c. In class Video  

 

April 11: Taiwan I - History 

a. Rigger in Shambaugh (2013), chp. 12 (Bb) 

b. Nathan & Scobell, chp. 9 

c. Optional: Taiwan Government website: Especially focus on history section and 

government structure. http://www.gio.gov.tw/taiwan-website/aboutroc/index.htm 

d. For more on Taiwan, consider reading Shelly Rigger’s book, Why Taiwan Matters, 

Rowman & Littlefield, 2011). Optional. 

 

April 15: Taiwan II – Relations across the Straits. Part of class will be spent on the readings, the rest in  

 preparatory work for the simulation.   
a. Qiang Xin (Bb) (be attentive to the author’s background – how does this affect your view of his 

argument?) 

b. The Economist, “Dragon’s New Teeth” (2012) http://www.economist.com/node/21552193 

c. Andrew Yang, Mainland China’s Military Development...” 
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2011/08/chinas-military-development-yang 

d. Bring in updated articles on China’s Taiwan policies (military, political, economic) 

 

April 18: Taiwan III – Making FP on Taiwan  
 In groups: simulation of China’s FP interests - handout 

 

April 22: Sino-US relations: opportunity or threat? 

a. Friedberg, The Future of US-China Relations (Bb) 

b. Kissinger, Foreign Affairs, 2012 (Bb) 

c. “The Pivot” video 

 

Papers Due via Turnitin by the start of class on April 22 

 

April 25: Sino-US Relations – Violent Conflict?  

a. Kagan, Why the world needs America (2012) 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052970203646004577213262856669448.ht

ml 

b. Aaron Friedberg, “Bucking Beijing” Foreign Affairs (Sept/Oct. 2012) (Bb) 

c. Mearsheimer, China threat (Bb)  

 

April 29: Debate Preparation Day 

 

May 2: Debate. The US should support China’s rise. 

a. Terrill, “The Case for selective failure” (2010) (Bb) 

b. Lampton, “What if China fails?”(2010) (Bb) 

 

May 6: Conclusions 

 

Final Exam: Monday, 5/13/13, 2:45-4:45 

http://www.gio.gov.tw/taiwan-website/aboutroc/index.htm
http://www.economist.com/node/21552193
http://www.brookings.edu/research/papers/2011/08/chinas-military-development-yang


 

General Guidelines for Writing Assignment (Due April 22
nd

):   

1. You may choose one of the example topics appearing below.  If you would like to 

write on a topic other than those appearing below you MUST obtain prior instructor 

approval (a visit to my office hours with a clear description of your plans).  You must 

obtain my approval NO LATER than the Mid-Term exam date (March 11). 

2. All writing assignments will be submitted with a cover page.  On the cover page 

include your name, title of the assignment, name and number of the course, the date 

and word count.  Your name should not appear on any other page.  All pages (though 

not the cover page) should be numbered. 

3. Papers will be 2,000-2,500 words and will enjoy a 150 word buffer.  I will cease 

reading any paper once it exceeds the word limit by more than 150 words. 

4. Papers will include a bibliography. 

5. Papers will include sufficient citations.  By sufficient I mean that ANY information 

that is not common knowledge or is not your own analysis MUST be cited.  My 

personal preference is for footnotes, however, I will accept any form of citation 

(discussed in greater detail in the class).  As a general rule, it is always better to cite 

more than less.  Citations are for more than just quotes.  Failure to cite is a form of 

plagiarism. 

6. Any form of plagiarism will result in a failing grade for the paper (and possible 

further action).  Unless a valid excuse is provided prior to the due date, a late penalty 

of 5%/day of the paper grade will be enforced. 

7. Papers will be submitted via Turnitin prior to the start of class on April 22
nd

  (I will 

explain this in class). 

 

Optional Paper Topics 

1. Realist assumptions effectively explain China’s FPDM 

2. The US should support Taiwan independence. 

3. China reasonably expects ____ (choose an Asia-Pacific country) to concede dominance 

to China – the US should not intervene. 

4. China should abandon Deng Xiaoping’s call to “be patient and hide ones power.” 

5. The US should accommodate China’s rise by accepting the inevitability of a new bi-polar 

system. 

6. Domestic interests (exemplify and explain one or two) are the key to understanding 

China’s foreign policy. 

7. China’s rise will not bring an end to the currently dominant neo-liberal market system. 

8. Participation in multi-lateral organizations like ASEAN effectively constrains China’s 

behavior in the international system – China should abandon such organizations. 

9. Domestic challenges (identify) must invariably lead to China’s collapse within the next 

20 years. 

10. China’s military buildup is “normal” and does not constitute a threat to the USA. 

 
College Recommended Academic Integrity Statement: 
Students are expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty in their college work.  Cheating, forgery and plagiarism are 
serious offenses, and students found guilty of any form of academic dishonesty are subject to disciplinary action.  For definitions 
of these offenses, as well as the process that a faculty member will follow if a student is found to be engaging in any form of 
academic dishonesty, see the section on Academic Integrity in the Advising Handbook: www.newpaltz.edu/acadadv 

 



College Recommended ADA Statement: 
Students with documented physical, learning , psychological and other disabilities are entitled to receive reasonable 
accommodations.  If you need classroom or testing accommodations, please contact the Disability Resource Center (SUB 205; 
257-3020). The DRC will provide forms verifying the need for accommodation.  As soon as the instructor receives the form, you 
will be provided with the appropriate accommodations.  Students are encouraged to request accommodations as close to the 

beginning of the semester as possible. 

 


