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EDUCATION 

Ph.D. 2007, Columbia University, New York, Anthropology. Awarded Distinction.  

M.A. 2000, Columbia University, Anthropology (earned in progress to Ph.D.) 

B.A. 1993, Haverford College, Haverford, PA, Major: Anthropology. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

2014 - Present Associate Professor, SUNY New Paltz, Department of Anthropology, Full-
time. 

2008 – 2014 Assistant Professor, SUNY New Paltz, Department of Anthropology, Full-
time. 

2008 (Spring)   Adjunct Lecturer, City College of New York, New York, Asian Studies 
Department, Part-time. 

2007 – 2008  Part-time Faculty, The New School for General Studies, Department of 
Social Sciences, Part-Time. 

2007 (Fall)  Adjunct Lecturer, Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY, Anthropology 
Department, Part-time. 

2005 – 2006  Teaching Fellow, Columbia University, NY, Department of Anthropology, 
Part-time. 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE 

2021 (Sept) – 2022 (May)  Interim Director, Asian Studies Program, SUNY New Paltz. 

FELLOWSHIPS, AWARDS, AND GRANTS 

2023 Arts MidHudson Grant, Film Premiere of Alex Peh’s June 19, 2022 
concert at National Sawdust (Brooklyn, NY), Elting Memorial Library, 
New Paltz, NY (forthcoming event, April 2023). 

2020-2021 Asian Cultural Council, "Gitameit-SUNY New Paltz Exchange: Exploring 
Spirit Worship in Myanmar," P.I.: Kit Young (Gitameit); Other 
collaborators: Alex Peh (SUNY New Paltz, Music), Ne Myo Aung 
(Gitameit Music Institute, Myanmar), Kyaw Kyaw Naing, Lauren Meeker 
(SUNY New Paltz, Anthropology), Alyson Hummer (New Paltz alumna, 
’20). 
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2018 NEH Summer Stipend: “Gender, and Social Change in Lineage Ritual in 
Northern Vietnam.” Award amount: $6,000. 

2018 AsiaNetwork Speakers Bureau Grant. Jonathan Schwartz (Co-Principal 
applicant), Lauren Meeker (Co-Principal applicant). 

2015 - 2016 NSF Research Grant: “The Ritual Construction of Moral Personhood and 
Social Belonging in Contemporary Rural Vietnam.” Award Amount: 
$46,991. 

2011 - 2013  Faculty Research Initiative, LA&S 

2008 UUP Professional Development Award 

2008-2010 Ford Foundation Project Award, Visual Anthropology Initiative at the 
Vietnam Institute of Culture and Art Studies in collaboration with the 
Center for the Study of Vietnamese Philosophy, Culture and Society at 
Temple University 

2007 – Present Research Fellow, Center for Vietnamese Philosophy, Culture, and 
Society at Temple University 

2004 – 2005 Social Science Research Council International Dissertation Field 
Research Fellowship 

2003 – 2004  Fulbright-Hayes Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Fellowship 

2002 – 2003  Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship 

2002, 2005-6  Columbia University President’s Fellowships 

2000 – 2002 Columbia University Tuition Grant 

2000 FLAS Summer Fellowship, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

PUBLICATIONS AND CREATIVE WORKS 

Peer Reviewed Articles and Books: 

2021 Lauren Meeker & Phan Phương Anh. Reaching for texts: Evidence and ambiguity 
in narratives of lineage history in a northern Vietnamese village, History and 
Anthropology, DOI: 10.1080/02757206.2021.1885399 

2020 Phương Anh Phan et Lauren Meeker. Héros nationaux, Bouddha des Neuf Cieux 
et déesses-mères : politique et religion dans le Viêt Nam rural contemporain 
(National Heroes, The Buddha of the Nine Heavens and Mother-Goddesses: 
Politics and Religion in Contemporary Rural Viêt Nam). Moussons 35: 59-82. 

2019 Being Witnessed Saving Others: Moral Personhood in Women's Popular Buddhist 
Practice in Rural Northern Vietnam. The Journal of Asian Studies 78(2): 309-328. 

2015 “Forgiving Thị Mầu, a Girl Who Dared to Defy: Performance Change and Chèo 
Theater in Northern Vietnam” Asian Theater Journal 32(1): 136-158. 

2013 Sounding Out Heritage: Cultural Politics and the Social Practice of Quan ho Folk 
Song in Northern Vietnam. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press.  

https://doi.org/10.1080/02757206.2021.1885399
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2013 “Drums on the Red River: the Making of a Vietnamese Ethnographic Film” by 
Lauren Meeker and Jayasinhji Jhala. Visual Anthropology 26(3):247-265. 

2013   “Cultural Expert, Nghệ nhân” in Figures of Southeast Asian Modernity. Joshua 
Barker, Erik Harms, and Johan Lindquist (ed.). Pp. 70-71. Honolulu: University of 
Hawaii Press. 

2010  “How Much for a Song? Local and National Representations of Quan Họ Folk 
Song” Journal of Vietnamese Studies. 5(1):125-161. 

Films in Distribution: 

2014 Singing Sentiment. Color DVD, 43 minutes. Berkeley: Berkeley Media LLC. 

2010   Lan Phuong, Jayasinhji Jhala, Hoang Son and Lauren Meeker. Drums on the Red 
River. Color DVD, 73 minutes. Watertown, MA: Documentary Educational 
Resources. 

Publicly Available Films: 

2022 Lauren Meeker, Alyson Hummer, Madelyn Colonna. Intermittent Attunment: a 
Series of Short Films. Screened as part of Alex Peh’s piano concert at National 
Sawdust, New York, NY, June 18, 2022. 

2019 Alyson Hummer and Lauren Meeker. Growing Rhythm. Color. 12 minutes. 
https://vimeo.com/377143740 

2014 Dylan Lewis and Lauren Meeker. CQ…CQ…CQ…Who’s Your Elmer? Color. 30 
minutes. https://vimeo.com/97363838 

Conference Proceedings: 

2010 Tìm kiếm chỗ đứng trên sân kháu văn hóa thế giới: “Di sản văn hóa” lễ hội làng 
quan họ (Finding a Place on the Stage of World Culture: the Quan họ Village 
Festival as “Cultural Heritage”). In, Hiện Đại và Động Thái Của Truyền Thống ở 
Việt Nam: Những cách tiếp cận nhân học (Modernities and Dynamics of Tradition 
in Vietnam: Anthropological Approaches), Volume 2, National University in Ho 
Chi Minh City Publishing House.  

2008 “From inside the song to the stage: Quan Ho practice in contemporary society in 
Bac Ninh province,” in, Collection of Essays on Quan Ho Bac Ninh, Editor, Nguyen 
Chi Ben. Hanoi: Vietnam Institute of Culture and Arts Studies, pp.421-438. 

(Also published in Vietnamese translation in, The Cultural Space of Quan Ho 
Singing: Preservation and Promotion, multiple authors. Hanoi: Institute of 
Culture and Information, Provincial Department of Culture and Information of 
Bac Ninh, pp. 481-496, 2006.) 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/9612978
https://vimeo.com/showcase/9612978
https://vimeo.com/377143740
https://vimeo.com/97363838
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Book and Film Reviews: 

2016 The Narrative Arts of Tianjin: Between Music and Language (Francesca R. Sborgi 
Lawson). Asian Ethnology 75(1): 238-240. 

2015 Film Review: Hanoi Eclipse: the Music of Dai Lam Linh (Barley Norton). 
Ethnomusicology 59(2): 349-51. 

2012 Performing the Divine: Mediums, Markets and Modernity in Urban Vietnam 
(Kirsten Endres). American Ethnologist 39(4):848-9. 

2008 Film Review: All Points of the Compass (Judy Rymer). Asian Educational Media 
Service Newsletter 29:3. 

Blog Contributions: 

2019 “Growing Rhythm,” #AsiaNow, Published by the Association for Asian Studies; 
12/10/2019, Url: https://www.asianstudies.org/growing-rhythm/ 

PROFESSIONAL PAPERS AND PRESENTATIONS 

Invited Paper Presentations: 

2021 “Faculty Panel.” NYSEAN PUC Inaugural Conference (NY Southeast Asia Network, 
Public Universities Consortium), SUNY Albany (online host), April 29. The panel 
discussed the challenges and opportunities of researching and teaching about 
Southeast Asia at SUNY and CUNY institutions 

2017 “‘The Royal Proclamation (sắc phong) is like our Certificate of Praise (băng 
khên)’: Culture as Local Historical Practice in a Northern Vietnamese Village.” 
Invited paper presented to the SEAP Gatty Lecture Series at Cornell University, 
March 30. 

2011 “Sentiment and Oral Instruction: Learning Quan họ Folk Song in an Age of 
Intangible Cultural Heritage.” Invited paper presented to the Southeast Asia 
Council, Yale University, November 16. 

2009 “Forgiving Thi Mau, a Girl Who “Dared to Defy”: Cheo Theater in Contemporary 
Vietnam.” Talk given at the Honors Center, SUNY New Paltz, March. 

2008 “Forgiving Thi Mau, a Girl Who “Dared to Defy”: Cheo Theater in Contemporary 
Vietnam.” Invited talk given at Bard College, November 14. 

2007 “Finding a Place on the Stage of World Culture: the Quan họ Village Festival as 
‘Cultural Heritage’.” Invited paper for the Conference “Modernities and 
Dynamics of Tradition in Vietnam: Anthropological Approaches,” Binh Chau 
Resort, Vietnam. December 15-18. 

2007 “Quan ho Folksong and Cultural Heritage.” Talk given to the Columbia University 
Vietnamese Students Association, April. 

2006 “From Inside the Song to the Stage: Quan ho practice in Vietnam today.” Invited 
paper presented at the International Conference on the Preservation and 
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Promotion of Folksong in Contemporary Society (with a special reference to 
Quan ho folksong in Bac Ninh Province, Vietnam), Hanoi, Vietnam, March 29-31. 

Film Screenings and Festivals: 

2022 Mother, Witness Me. Directed by Lauren Meeker and Phan Phuong Anh. 
Screened at the Society For Visual Anthropology Film Festival in Seattle, WA, 
Nov. 11. 

2022 Lauren Meeker, Alyson Hummer, Madelyn Colonna. Intermittent Attunement: a 
Series of Short Films. Integrated into and screened at Alex Peh’s piano concert at 
National Sawdust, New York, NY, June 18. 

2013 Singing Sentiment, film screening and discussion at the Institute of Cultural 
Research, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences, Hanoi, Vietnam, July 26. 

2011 Singing Sentiment, film screening and discussion of rough cut given to the 
Vietnamese Studies Group, Yale University, November 16. 

Conference Presentations: 

2022 “Musical Intimacies: a story of ethnographic filmmaking, an American-Burmese 
Hsaing ensemble, and a pandemic.” ASIANetwork Annual Conference at Hobart 
and William Smith College on the panel entitled “Representation, Reflection, and 
Responsibility in Ethnographies of Music in Asia,” April 9. 

2021 “Musical Intimacies: a story of ethnographic filmmaking, an American-Burmese 
Hsaing ensemble, and a pandemic.” New York Conference of Asian Studies annual 
meeting at SUNY Brockport (virtual conference) on the panel entitled “Female 
Perspectives in Arts and Literature,” October 1-2. 

2016 Discussant and chair for panel “Building Vietnamese Culture in a Time of Cultural 
and Environmental Change.” New York Conference of Asian Studies annual 
meeting at Utica College, Sept. 23-24. 

2015 “The Moral Self: Narratives of Poverty in Women’s Ritual Practice in Northern 
Vietnam.” Panel Presentation at the New York Conference of Asian Studies annual 
meeting at Vassar College on the panel entitled “The Impact of Poverty on 
Gender, Health and Community: An Interdisciplinary, Cross-Country Panel,” Oct. 
16-17.  

2014 “Feeling Culturally: Teaching Students about the Cultural Construction of 
Emotions.” Panel presentation at the New York Conference of Asian Studies 
annual meeting in Hempstead, NY on the panel entitled “Nonsense! Making 
Sense of Cultural Translation in the Asian Studies Classroom,” September 18-20. 

2014 “The Moral Self: Narratives of Poverty in Women’s Ritual Practice in Northern 
Vietnam.” Paper presented at the ASIANetwork annual meeting in Bloomingdale, 
Illinois on the panel entitled “Narratives of Difference as Social Action” (Panel 
Organizer), April 11-13. 
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2012 Film screening and discussion of Singing Sentiment at New York Conference on 
Asian Studies, New Paltz, Sept. 28-29 on the film panel entitled “Vietnamese 
Traditions on Film: the Old and the New” (Panel organizer and chair). 

2011 “Learning Tradition by Singing Sentiment: Quan ho Folksong in Contemporary 
Bac Ninh Province, Vietnam.” Paper presented at the American Anthropological 
Association annual meeting in Montreal, Canada, November 16-20. 

2011 “Learning Tradition by Singing Sentiment: Quan ho Folksong in Contemporary Bac 
Ninh Province, Vietnam.” Paper presented at the New York Conference on Asian 
Studies in Buffalo, NY on a panel entitled “Playing at Work and Working at Play: 
Music and Leisure in the Musics of Asia,” September 16-17. 

2010 “Hearing Folk Festivals and Amplifying Traditions in Northern Vietnam.” Paper 
presented at the American Anthropological Association annual meeting in New 
Orleans, LA on a panel entitled “Circulation and Reenactment: Mimesis in the 
Play of History,” November 18-21. 

2010 “Learning Quan ho Folk Song in an Age of ‘Authenticity.’” Paper presented at 
EUROSEAS (European Southeast Asian Studies Conference) in Gothenberg, 
Sweden, August, 26-28.  

2009 Film screening and panel discussion of Rejuvenating the Land: Uniting the 
People, at the Temple Global conference, Temple University, Philadelphia PA, 
November 17. 

2009 “If you build it, will they come? Local administration of cultural policy in a 
Vietnamese village.” Paper presented at the New York Conference on Asian 
Studies. Chair and organizer of panel titled “Mobile Landscapes of Historical and 
Contemporary Vietnam,” October. 

2008  “‘But today we illustrate (minh hoa) with dance’: Staging Cheo in Contemporary 
Vietnam.” Paper presented at the American Anthropological Association annual 
meeting, San Francisco, November 19. 

2007  “The Appearance of Being Ourselves: Authenticity and Representation in the 
“Original” Quan ho Village.” Paper presented at the American Anthropological 
Association annual meeting, Washington D.C., November. 

2007  “Filming the Chu Dong Tu Festival.” Panel discussion at the Temple Global 
conference, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA, November 13. 

 2006 “Filming Quan ho for Local Television or Televising the Unattainable in Vietnam.” 
Paper presented at the American Anthropological Association annual meeting, 
San Diego, California, November. 

2002 “Writing ghosts and ghostly writings in Bao Ninh’s The Sorrow of War.” Paper 
presented at the SEAP Graduate Symposium entitled “The Place of Memory in 
Southeast Asia,” Cornell University, March. 
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Panel Participation/Other: 

2018 Moderated discussion "Ethics in using visual methods for research and 
representation," Center for Creative Initiatives in Health and Population (CCIHP), 
Hanoi, Vietnam, January 12. 

 
2011 Panel participant “Social Sciences,” Ulster Counselors Career Conference, SUNY 

Ulster, March 10 

2011 Panel Participant and co-organizer with Kevin Lam, “Cross-Cultural Experiences in 
Vietnam,” SUNY New Paltz, March 3. Participants: Kevin Lam (Student, Asian 
Studies), Phuong Minh Cao (Student, Business), Tina Ngo (Student from UCLA, 
English, & Urban Policy), Dr. Lauren Meeker (Anthropology) and Dr. Hanh Pham 
(Computer Science). 

 
SERVICE TO THE DISCIPLINE AND PUBLIC SERVICE: 

Treasurer, New York Conference on Asian Studies, April 2011 – present. 

ASIANetwork, SUNY New Paltz campus representative, 2013-2015, 2016 - present. 

Executive Board Member, Association for Asian Studies, 2019-2020. 

NYCAS Representative, Council of Conferences (COC). The COC serves as a liaison 
between the Association for Asian Studies and its affiliated regional Asian Studies 
conferences. 2017 - 2020. Vice Chair (2018-19), Chair (2019-2020). 

Co-Organizer, New York Conference on Asian Studies, Oct. 4-5, 2019 at SUNY New Paltz.  

SEASCOHV (Southeast Asian Studies Consortium of the Hudson Valley), SUNY New Paltz 
representative to the consortium, 2008 to 2012. 

Guest Editor, Visual Anthropology special issue, Visual Anthropology in Vietnam with Dr. 
Sam Pack (Kenyon College). Visual Anthropology 26(3) (May-June 2013). 

Lecture at Marist CLS entitled “Cultural Politics and the Social Practice of Quan ho Folk 
Song in Northern Vietnam” for the continuing education course: “A Portrait of Vietnam—
A Remarkable Transformation,” October 10, 2012. 

2008-2010, Visual Anthropology Initiative (VAI), Project Co-director with Dr. Nguyen Thi 
Hien. VAI is a 2-year collaborative project to train Vietnamese ethnographers in visual 
anthropology. Institutional support and sponsorship from the Vietnamese Institute of 
Culture and Art Studies, Hanoi and the Center for the Study of Vietnamese Philosophy, 
Culture and Society at Temple University. The project is funded by the Ford Foundation.  

Editorial and Research Assistant, Sources of Vietnamese Tradition, edited by Jayne 
Werner, John K. Whitmore, and George Dutton (Columbia University Press, 2012). 
Assisted editors with library research and administrative tasks. 2006-2008. 

Independent Evaluator, Radio Free Asia. Listened to and provided a written evaluation of 
Vietnamese language programming on quality and content, balance and fairness, 
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objectivity, and relevance for an internal review process by Radio Free Asia staff, 
September 2006. 

PROFESSIONAL WORK IN PROGRESS 

Intermittent Attunement. This film project follows Dr. Alex Peh, an American classically 
trained pianist, as he reattunes his relationship with the piano through oral lessons in 
different piano traditions: Burmese sandaya, Greek rebetiko, Persian-tuned classical 
piano, and jazz. Alex reaches out into unfamiliar piano soundscapes to unsettle 
(Western) definitional boundaries of the piano and its music. By “detuning” his 
expectations about genre, what new directions can he map out for classical and 
contemporary piano music?  What happens when we look for the “new” in old? Such 
questions are inevitably intertwined with issues regarding authenticity, tradition, and 
cultural appropriation. (Seeking entry into film festivals). 

Book Project on Lineage and Ritual. This is a co-authored book with Dr. Phan Phuong Anh 
(Vietnam National University) on lineage ritual and moral personhood in Vietnam that 
will address the role of lineage in shaping local identity and moral personhood in a rural 
Vietnamese village. (Manuscript in preparation). 

Memberships in Professional Organizations: 

American Anthropological Association 
Association for Asian Studies 
New York Conference on Asian Studies 
 


