Evolutionary Psychology; PSY 307; section 1; Final Exam study sheet; Fall, 2011

SUNY New Paltz; Instructor, Glenn Geher 

Study sheet for exam. Note that the study sheet is fully in essay format – but the exam will be in multiple-choice format. The questions will, however, be consistently based on the content that pertains to these essays – if you can write good answers to these essays, you should be able to do well on the exam. I also suggest that you make sure to do all the readings and take notes on the main points of the readings – and take notes on your notes to also extrapolate the main points.
And don’t hesitate to let me or any of the TAs know if you have any questions.

1. Chang and Thompson (2011) argue that whining has an evolutionary function. Describe their reasoning along these lines. Additionally, describe their methods and findings that led to their implications.
2. Volk and Atkinson (2008) argue that child death is “the crucible of human evolution.” Discuss their data regarding infant and childhood mortality rates. Make sure to know about the different sources of data that they include. Finally, address how their data on pre-westernized societies lead to their conclusions.

3. Muscarella discusses homosexuality as having evolved for alliance-formation purposes. Describe the reasoning of this theory. Further, describe the ideas that:

A. homosexuality may have evolved due to kin selection

B. homosexuality may have evolved for different reasons for males versus females

4. Describe Wilson’s (2006) notion of multi-level selection. In your answer, explain the different “levels” that Wilson discusses (e.g., the individual level). Next, address how this model of evolution my account for the emergence of altruism.

5. Kin-selected altruism and reciprocal altruism have traditionally been the primary forms of altruism that evolutionists have appealed to. Describe each of these forms of prosocial behavior. Next, address how each form ultimately benefits “the altruist.” In your answer, address what THESE PARTICULAR theories imply about the existence of genuine altruism.
6. Cosmides and Tooby’s (1992) cheater-detection research was designed to test several predictions derived from Trivers’ theory of reciprocal altruism. Describe the main point of this research – along with how the findings support the idea of cheater detection as an adaptation.

7. Miller (2000) argues that acts of altruism are ultimately rooted in courtship. Explain his theory – along with the idea that altruism may be “sexy.” Finally, address the implications of his theory for the possibility of true altruism.

8. Ward et al. (2011) found some very interesting findings regarding the relationship between belief in evolution and belief in findings from evolutionary psychology. Their findings are, in fact, quite puzzling on the surface. Explain the nature of their findings, pointing out the paradox that they uncover. 

9. Geher and Gambacorta (2010) found that the tendency to believe in whether some trait is due to nature versus nurture is affected by several factors. Describe the factors that these researchers found as predictors of attitudes about nature and nurture. Additionally, discuss which kinds of phenomena (e.g., behavioral sex differences in adults; sex differences in hens versus roosters; human universals; etc.) are affected by political factors – and address what these findings, taken together, imply about the politics surrounding evolutionary psychology.

10. Geher (2006) presents a mock debate between an evolutionist cat and a post-modernist dog. Describe the nature of this debate – and address how it is designed to parallel debates between evolutionists and post-modernists regarding the evolution of sex differences in humans.
11. Kruger and Nesse (2007) focus on the male:female mortality ratio (M:F MR). What is the general finding, across the lifespan, regarding this ratio? Generally, how does this ratio (across populations) tend to change across the lifespan? And how did the captilization of Eastern Europe affect the nature of the M:F MR? How can these findings be explained from an evolutionary perspective?
12. Wilson et al. (2009) describe research on the city of Binghamton from an evolutionary, ecological perspective. This research focuses on the importance of understanding an organism relative to its environment. Briefly describe the nature of this research and some of the main findings. Finally, address how the evolutionary perspective sheds important light on social issues that exist in urban contexts (based on this research).

13. Garcia et al. (2011) paint an unclear future regarding the nature of evolutionary psychology. In their work, they describe the interdisciplinary nature of EP. Describe the nature of their findings along these lines. Next, describe how these authors see the relationship between EP and EvoS. Finally, talk about some different possible paths that EP may follow in the next 50 years, according to these authors.

14. Geher and Kaufman (2012) talk about mating intelligence as a construct that has potential to help with important social problems. They specifically discuss attitudes about sexual harassment, knowledge of the facts of life, and sexist attitudes. How do these authors see these variables as potentially being affected positively by increase mating intelligence? Similarly, how do these authors see these variables as possibly being affected by an education in evolutionary psychology? 
