TEXT GENRES
(adapted from NAEP matrix, 2009)

LITERARY

Fiction

Realistic Fiction: untrue but could happen. Based in the modern era.

Historical Fiction: fiction that is based on historical events or people.
Although some facts may be true, most of the story is fictionalized.

Fantasy: an untrue story that could never be real: it is usually
characterized by dragons, unicorns, wizards, talking animals, etc. It is
different from science fiction because it is not based on science
» Science Fiction: an untrue story based on a scientific element,
such as space exploration, medical experiments, robots, etc.)

Traditional:

* Myth: grew out of early people’s need to explain the world around
them e.g. creation myths.

* Legend: like myth except always has a hero.

* Fable: a short narrative that usually ends in a moral or lesson.
Characters are animals that often act like humans.

* Folktale: traditional stories of people passed down orally e.g. fairy
tales. You do not usually know the author.

» Tall Tale: exaggeration is the main feature e.g. Paul Bunyon and
Johnny Appleseed.

Literary
Nonfiction

Biography: a true account of someone’s life. It is written by someone
other than the subject of the biography.

Autobiography: a true account of someone’s life written by that person.

Poetry

Narrative poem: tells a story.

Lyrical Poem: consists of a poem, such as a sonnet or an ode, that
expressed the thoughts and feelings of the poet. Does not tell a story.

Humorous Poem: a funny poem.
Free Verse: does not use consistent meter, pattern, or rhyme.




INFORMATIONAL

Expository

Informational trade book
Textbook

News article

Feature article
Encyclopedia entry
Book review

Procedural
Texts and
Documents

Recipe
Schedule
Map
Directions
Table
Graph
Timeline

Argumentation
and Persuasive
Texts

Informational Trade Book
Journal
Speech
Simple Persuasive Essay




